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But, sir, to illustrate: Without going into a dis- || 


cussion of the question, how far a citizen may 
be compelled to acquiesce in the wrongs of the 
world, that invade the law of God and defy the 
thunder of Jehovah, my country has for years 
been bound by treaties not to interfere in certain 
matters Where other nations saw fit to walk in 
the way of wickedness. 

Sir, why did not the venerable gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Gippinés] raise his voice, and rouse 
this whole nation to interfere against the shocking 
eruelties, barbarities, and murders, which for 
years have been carried on in the East by the 
British arms? Why was his voice silent when 
Great Britain, at the point of the bayonet, com- 
pelled Asia to indulge in the debasing and destroy- 
ing influence of opium? 

There are some things that the laws of God, 
on account of the peculiar relations that I bear 
to others, enjoin me to be silent about; and that 
's precisely true in the case I put the other day, 
to which the gentleman from Ohio and the gen- 
tleman from Georgia take, exception, in regard 
io a partition of Texas into additional States, 
when she shall be so entitled according to the 
resolutions of annexation. The right of Texas 
to have such partition is aclosed question. It 
rests upon solemn compact; it binds the highest 
and the lowest in the country, involving no ques- 
tion of morality, or of slavery extension or pro- 
hibition; and I have no right to interfere in that 
recard, under existing circumstances, further than 
| would have had to invoke a violation of our 
neutrality obligations, because of the misconduct 
on the part of that Government | have mentioned. 

But these are theological questions, and I will 
not pursue them Let the doctors settle all such 
controversies, 

Let thatall pass. I aim atsomething practical. 
I want to still the voice of strife in this land. [| 
want to secure what is just and right upon this 
question, and to that point I shall march steadily 
and uncompromisingly forward. ‘To that end I 
offer what I send to the Clerk’s desk, as an amend- 
ment to the instructions of the gentleman from 
Georgia, as an additional section. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And beit further enacted, Thatso much of the ]4th see 
tion and of the 32d section of the act passed at the first ses 
sion of the Thirty-Third Congress, commonly called the 
Kansas and Nebraska act, as reads as foilows: * Except 
the 8th section of the act preparatory to the admission of 


Missouri into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, which, 
being inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention 
by Congress with slavery in the States and ‘Territories, as 
recognized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
compromise measures, is hereby declared inoperative and 
void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate slavery into any State or Territory, or to exclude 
it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly tree 
to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own 
way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States : 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to revive or put in force any law or regulation which may 
have existed prior to the act of 6th March, 1820, either pro- 
tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery,’’ be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed, provided that any per 
son or persons lawfully held to service within either of the 
‘Territories named in said act shall be discharged from such 
service, if they shall not be removed and kept out of said 
Territories within twelve months from the passage of this 
act. 

Mr. DUNN. I will just remark that I have 
submitted this as an amendment to the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, which 1s 


entirely silent as regards the question of slavery. 
[ have offered it in view of what may transpire 
hereafter. I wish to restore the state of things 
on this subject, as they were i to the passage 
of the Kansas and Nebraska ill. I have, there- 
fore, copied identically, in my amendment, the 
words which gave rise to all this difficulty. This 


amendment is far short of all which in my judg- |! 


ment is required to perfect either of the pending 
propositions; but I desire to go as far as I have 
power, under the restrictions which, I fear, are to 


| questions as they are before the House. 
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Mr. DUNN. What will be the effect, if the 
call for the previous question be sustained ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
The 


first proposition submitted is the motion of the 


' gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] to 


recommit the bill to the Committee on Territories; 


— which the gentleman from Indidna [ Mr. 


Yunn] moved that the bili be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The gentleman from Georgia |Mr. SrepHens | 
moved to amend the motion of the gentleman from 


| Indiana by adding instructions. ‘The gentleman 
| from Indiana {[Mr. Dunn] moved asanamendment 


to the amendment to add an additional section, 
which has been read to the House. The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania calls for the previous 
question. If the main question be ordered to be 
put, the first vote will be on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana to the amendment; 
then on the instructions of the gentleman from 
Georgia; then on the motion to refer the bill to 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


be imposed, to calm the heaving waves of popular | 


excitement, and restore freedom to her rights. 

Mr. GROW. I cali for the previous question. 
I hope that the call for the previous question will 
be sustained, and that the House will then adjourn 
until Monday. 


95 
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Union; and, if that motion be negatived, then on 
the motion to recommit. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. HAVEN, I hope the Chair will answer 
me one question. Suppose the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania withdraws his call for the previous 
question, will it be in order then to move to amend 
the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will not; a motion to re- 
commit precludes amendment. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to make a remark, 
by way of appeal to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. ‘There has been only one argument 
made for this side this morning. The gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. Evans] stopped before he 
reached the middie of his speech. There has 
been more speeches made on the side of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania than on this, and he 
will have the right to make the concluding speech. 

Mr. GROW. ‘Two gentlemen have occupied 
the floor on either side to-day. That is all; and 
that is fair. I insist on the call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. WALKER. And I insist on my motion 
to adjourn. I call for the yeas and nays on that 
motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Warxker’s 
motion was ‘decided in the negative—yeas 77, 
nays 118; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley 8S. Bennett, 
Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, John P. 


| Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 


Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, MeMullin, 
McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Paine, Peck, Phelps, 


Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Richardson, | 


Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Seward, Shorter, Sneed, Stephens, 


Swope, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Walker, Warmer, | 


Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 


B. Wright, and John V. Wright—77. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 
3arclay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, | 


Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Bur 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coltax, Comins, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 
wards, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hick- 


| man, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 


Howard, Hughston, Keitt, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 


Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Humphrey Marshall, | 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian | 
| Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, 

Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Pelton, Pen- | 


nington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Kivers, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Simmons, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, 
Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth—118. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD stated that his culleague, 


New Series....No. 95. 


Mr. A. K. Marsuatt, had paired off with Mr. 
Mace, of Indiana. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Dickson. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the bill be laid 
on the table; and on that motion | demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the House 
do now adjourn; and on that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand that, after the 
main question is ordered to be put, the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania will himself move that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER. I want to have an opportu- 
nity to speak to the bill. 

The question was taken; and the motion to 
adjourn was disagreed to. 

Mr. WALKER ealled for tellers on the mo- 
tion to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER. 
been refused. 

Tellers were ordered; and 
and Kunke were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the motion to lay 
on the table was disagreed to, the tellers having 
reported—ayes 70, moes 101. 

Mr. BOYCE, (at twenty-five minutes past four 
o’clock.) I move %&» adjournment. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sanpiwer 
and Tappan were appointed. . 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 98, noes 63. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. CARLILE. I would inquire of the Chair, 
if we were to adjourn now, would not the first 
question in order on Monday be on ordering the 
main question to be put? 

The SPEAKER. If the House should ad- 
journ without ordering the main question to be 
put, other business might interfere. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. There is practically 
no difference between the position of this matter 
now and that which it will occupy after the main 
question shall have been ordered to be put. I 
therefore trust that gentlemen will allow the main 
question to be ordered, and then we can adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be put. 

And then, on motion of Mr. GROW, (at half 
past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned 
until Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m. 


The yeas and nays have 


Messrs. WALKER 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 30, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of inhab- 
itants of the town of Collins, New York, praying 
that the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 


| may be hereafter applied to the emancipation of 


the slave population of the United States; which 


|| was ordered to lie on the table. 


1} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


Also, a petition of citizens of Chatauque county, 
New York, praying for the adoption of measures 
for the construction of a railroad to the Pacific 
ocean; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented additional papers in support 
of the claim of Lewis W. Ludlow, for additional 
compensation for services as a mail contractor; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of M. R. Talbot, 
in behalf of himself and other chaplains in the 


| Navy, praying that a rank may be assigned by 
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law to chaplains in the naval service; which was || 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. GEYER presented the petition of Jacob 


Hall, contractor for carrying the mail from 
Independence, in Missouri, to Santa Fé, in New 
Mexico, inthe year 1854, praying for indemnity 
for losses occasioned by Indian disturbances in 


the execution of his contract; which Was r¢ ferred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WELLER | pr sented the petition of 
Thomas QO, Selby, praying for compensation 
for injuries done to fis property by a battalion 
of United States dragoons that was encamped 
thereon in the year 1852, in California; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Florida respecting mail service on the Appala- 
chicola river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of 
Thomas J. Churchill, praying to be released 
from liability for public property for which he is 
accountable as an acting commissary and quarter- 
master in the Mexican war, and for which his 
vouchers were lost at the battle of Buena Vista; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of E. M. Joslin, praying for an act of incor- 
poration fora manufacturing company, submitted 
an adve rse re port, 

[le also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred a petition of citizens of Georgetown, 
praying for an extension of the right of suffrage, 
reported a bill (S. No. 353) to amend the charter 
of Georgetown, in the Districtof Columbia; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. | 
No. 417) for the construction of aroad from Fort | 


Ridgely, in the Territory of Minnesota, to the 
South Pass of the Rocky Mountains, in the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska, reported it without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of San- 
tiago E. Arguella, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by abill (S. No. 354) for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John P. Baldwin, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
355) for the relief of John P. Baldwin, owner of 
the Spanish brig Gil Blas; whieh was. read, and 


massed to a second reading. The report was or- || 7" : : 
' e }| ation of the bill, and the subjects connected with 


dered to be printed. 
EXTRA COMPENSATION TO CLERKS. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the resolution (S. R. No. 23,) reported by 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, to enable 
the Seeretary of State to pay certain clerks in the 
Department of State the same compensation as 
has been paid to clerks of the seme grade in the 
other executive departments; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate, ordered 
te be engrossed for a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

ARMS FOR CALIFORNIA. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration, as in Committee of the 
Whole, of the bill (S. No. 271) authorizing the 
issue of an additional number of stand of arms 
for the use of the State of California. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. When that bill was 
under the consideration of the Senate a few days 
ago | made some remarks against it. Since that 
tume I have received an explanation upon the 
subject which is satisfactory to me, and { shall 
make no further opposition to it. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- | 
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admission into the Union when they have the {| Mr. DOUGLAS. The bill is already 


requisite population, with the amendment pro- 
posed thereto by Mr. Sewarp, and an amend- | 
ment proposed to be offered by Mr. Toomss; and | 
to whom were referred the following bills: A 
bill (S. No. 342) to restore order and peace in 
Kansas, introduced by Mr. Trumsutt; a bill | 
(S. No. 343) supplementary to an act to organize 
the Terntories of Nebraska and Kansas, intro- | 


| duced by Mr. Criayron; a bill (8. No. 351) sup- 
| plementary to an act to organize the Territories 
| of Nebraska and Kansas, and to provide for the 
| faithful execution of the said act in the Territory || 
| of Kansas, according to the true intent and mean- 
| ing thereof, introduced by Mr. Geyer; reported 


a bill (S. No. 356) to authorize the people of the 
Territory of Kansas to form a constitution and 
State government, preparatory to their admission 
into the Union on an equal footing with the origi- 
nal States. Accompanying the bill was a report, 


| which Mr. Dovetas read at the Secretary ’s desk. 


The bill was read a first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask for an order for the 
printing of the bill and report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that the 
report is one of great interest to the country, and 
I therefore ask that ten thousand additional num- 


bers of it be printed, 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I promised to make a state- 
ment, but forgot it at the moment of submitting 
the report. [ now avail myself of this opportu- 
nity to state that the committee allowed the Sen- 
ator from Vermont [Mr. Co.tamer] the privi- 


| lege of preparing a dissenting opinion if he should 
| conclude to do so, and of submitting it to-morrow 


morning. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I did not know that any 
report was to be made until we came into com- 
mittee this morning, and I merely ask the privi- 
lege, if I think proper to avail myself of it, of 
submitting a counter report to-morrow morning. 
[** Agreed.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. The question is | 
on ordering the report to be printed. 


Mr. HALE. Would it not be as well to wait 


| until the minority report can be printed with it? 


Mr. TOOMBS. ‘That can be printed alse. 
Mr. HALE. I have no objection. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
of the Senator from Tennessee to print the extra 


_numbers will go to the Committee on Printing, 


under the rule. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In pursuance of the notice 
given last week, and in conformity with what 
was the general understanding of the Senate 
when they directed me to make the report this 
morning, I now move to proceed to the consider- 


it. [ renew the notice given last week that I 
shall ask the Senate to take a final vote on it on 
Wednesday of this week. 

Mr. ALLEN. [ask thatthe bill just reported 
be read through. 

The Secretary read it accordingly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 


| is on taking up the bill for consideration. 


Mr. HALE. I hope the bill will not be taken 
up until itis printed. I have not the slightest 
wish to interpose any delay; but it is a very im- 


| portant bill, of about twenty sections, and differs 


in many particulars from the printed bill in- | 
troduced by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 

Toomss,] and it would seem to me to be hardly 

fair to push us to the consideration of it until it 

is printed. I suppose it will be printed by to- | 
morrow morning. I express certainly my own 

feelings when I say that I have not the slightest | 
wish to interpose a moment’s delay. I am will- 
ing to vote as soon as | can do so understand- 
ingly on every portion of the bill. I do not 
suggest the postponement for the purpose of 
speaking. I have no wish to speak upon the bill. 
I have no desire to delay action or interpose any 
obstacles to such a course as the very decided 
majority of the Senate propose to take. All I 
ask is that the bill may lie over until it be printed, 
so that I candischarge my duty understandingly. 
With that view, I shall not oppose taking it up 
the moment the bill is pautels but I hope the | 


ritories, to whom was recommitted the bill (S. || chairman of the Commitiee on Territories will | 


No. 172) to authorize the people of Kansas to || consent to such a reasonable proposition as that |; 


ferm a State government, preparatory to their || which I have suggested. 


| lies at the bottom of this subject. 








ian 


rinted 
and will be here in a very few minutes. “We hay. 
sent to the office of the printer for it. My objeet in 
calling it up to-day was simply to give an oppor. 
tunity to any one who wished to discuss the main 
question, to deliver a speech on it. We know 
that very few of the speeches relate to the immp. 
diate features of any*particular bill, but are oy 
the subject generally. I wish to give every Sey. 
ator, wliodesires to do so, an opportunity to make 
a speech before the vote is taken. The only effect 
of postponing the consideration of the bill until 
to-morrow will be to allow but two days instead 
of three for the discussion. It cannot be said that 
there has not been a pretty full discussion on the 
subject. There have been ninety-one workine 
days of actual session of the Senate since the 
House was organized. Of those ninety-one days 
thirty-seven have been occupied with this one 


| question, according to a memorandum furnished 
me by one of the clerks of the Senate, and taken 


from the Journal. From now to Wednesday 
will allow three days more. This will give forty 
days out of ninety-four to this subject, which, [ 
think, is allowing a very fair proportion of time 
for its discussion. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. Can the Senator tell us how 
soon we may expec the report of the committee 
to be printed ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I presume the report will be 
printed and ready for delivery to-morrow morning. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will state, for the informa- 
tion of the Senator, that, so far as lam concerned, 
1 do not know that I have much to say on the 
subject; and it will relate chiefly to the question 
in the new position which it now assumes, having 
heretofore discussed the broad question which 
lor that pur- 
pose I need the report of the committee, which 
[heard but very imperfectly, and therefore, of 
course, itmade no very distinct impression on my 
mind. In the second place, I desire to know 


| also the views which are taken by the minor- 


ity of the committee. I suppose an opportunity 
of understanding the views of the minority will 
be expected by all the Senators on this side of 
the House, or all who do not agree with the 
course recommended by the majority; but in 
regard to that, as I suppose we can comprehend 
them more easily than we can the positions of 
the majority, with which we are less acquainted, 
I do not know that it will be necessary to delay 
the debate for the purpose of printing that report, 
Sull I want to hear the minority of the commit- 
tee before I have anything to say. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If there is no gentleman 
who wishes to deliver a speech on the question 
now, I shall of course consent to its postpone- 
ment, but with the understanding that the final 
vote shall be taken on Wednesday, just as if the 
discussion continued to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the motion 
to take up the bill for consideration withdrawn? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; I will let that mo- 
tion stand, and leave the Senate to decide it. 

Mr. HALE. My motion was to postpone the 
further consideration of the question nti to-mor- 
row. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The first ques- 
tion is on taking up the bill for consideration. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection to its being 
taken up. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till to-morrow; butin 
making the motion, I wish to say that I have no 
disposition to speak on the subject, and do not 
intend todo so. Iam undera little obligation to 
one Senator, whom I do not see in his seat, to 
answer some queries which he put to me; but I 
suppose he will excuse me from that. I make 
the motion, not that I wish to speak, but simply 
to enable me to act understandingly on the sub- 


ject. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the postponement will 
be with the general saneseneiaiied suggested by 
the Senator from Illinois, so that, if gentlemen do 
not wish to speak on it now, we may proceed to 
the consideration of other business; but I see no 
reason why those who wish to discuss the gei- 
eral principle may not ge on now. The amend 








1856. 





ments are only to carry out the objects of the bill. 
| hope the postponement will not interfere with 
the object of getting done with the subject of ob- 
taining a vote on the measure. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I understood the Senator 
from Illinois to say, first, that he would defer the 
consideration of the bill until Wednesday, and 
should, on that day, ask for a vote on it. 

‘ir. DOUGLAS. I shall ask to have the final 


yote taken on Wednesday, but I desire to have 
the bill under consideration all the time from now 
until then, if any gentleman wishes to speak 
vpon it. 


‘Mr. CLAYTON. I shall have no objection 
to taking it up to-morrow. I only want an op- 
portunity to look into the report and the bill. I 
suppose it will be impossible for us to read and 
examine the bill until after the adjournment, and, 
of course, We cannot get the report before to-mor- 
row morning. 
shall then be prepared to go through with the sub- 
ject as fastaswecan. [suppose it will take three 
davs, at least, to dispose of it. 

‘The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on postponing the further consideration of the 
bill until to-morrow. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. In connection with 
this subject, as there seems to be a general anx- 
iety to have the extra numbers of the report 
printed, l ask leave, on the part of the Commit- 
tee on Printing, to whom was referred the motion 
to print ten thousand extra copies of the report 
of tre Committee on Territories, to report at once 
1 favor of the printing of that number. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The question 
is On agreeing to the report of the Committee on 
Printing. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I think it would be as 


I wish to examine them, and I | 


— 


well to wait until we get the minority report, and | 


have them printed together. I understand this 
report has come in without any opportunity being 
aflorded to the minority of the committee to pre- 
sent their views, and that time has been given 
until to-morrow morning to prepare a minority 
report. It seems to me that it is printing half a 
thiig at a time to order extra numbers of the 
majority report now. I think they had better 
be printed together. 

‘the PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the Sena- 
ior from Illinois objects to the consideration of 
the report of the Committee on Printing, it must 
lie over for one day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do object. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BILL—VETO. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, and proceed to the consideration of the 
message of the President of the United States, 
returning the bill (S. No. 14) to remove obstruc- 
tions to navigation at the mouth of the Mississippi 
river, at the Sout#@vest Pass and Pass 41’Outre. 

Mr. HUNTER. I[ suggest to the Senator from 
California whether it would not be as well to-day 
to proceed to the consideration of the Indian ap- 
propriation bill ? 

Mr. WELLER. I think not. This bill has 


been under eonsideration for some time, and I 


think it is due to the President of the United | 


States that we should pass upon it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I make no objection to its 
being taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the question 


appropriation for the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi or any other river above that point. Where- 
ever our foreign commerce isin the condition that 
I consider it to be at this point—wher 


ilmprove- 
ment becomes indispensably ni 


y cessary in order 
ment from 
foreign imports, I believe we have the power; and 
it is the duty of the Government to provide for 
the improvement. For this reason, | shall vote 
against the veto of the President in this case, but 
I do it with great reluctance. Il agree with him 
in reference to all other points but this. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the Sena- 
tor from Michigan [Mr. Cass] desires to submit 
some remarks on this bill, but is not ready to 
proceed now. therefore suggest that probably 
we had better fix some day for its consideration 
that will suit him, and proceed now with the 
Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from Vir- 
rinia is richt. J desire to submit some views ¢ n 
the general question, and especially in relation to 
some localities, in which I feel a deep interest, in 
the Northwest. I have not my memoranda here 
now, in relation to some points. I shall be ready 
to speak on any day which the Senate may name. 
I have understood, however, from one or two 
Senators who feel interested in the subject, that 
a given day should be fixed for the consideration 
of this bill, as it is a very important one, both in 
its principle and practical operations, + 


to colleet the revenues of the Gover: 


o that the 


Senate may be as full as possible before taking 
the vote on the presidential veto. It is proper 


that we should be here on such an occasion. I 
think, therefore, that we should now assign a 
particular day for taking the vote. Any day the 
Senate may please will be perfectly acceptable to 
me. I believe there are other gentlemen in the 
Senate in the same situation that Iam. J believe 
the honorable Senator from Louisiana [Mr, Si1- 
DELL] is in the same condition, 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to make a very few 
remarks, but that difficulty may be obviated. 
There is another reason why the vote should not 
be taken now. There are two or three gentlemen 
who relied on me to inform them when this bill 


| would come up, and they would not be satisfied 


if they had not an opportunity to record their 
votes on it. We are taken by surprise to-day. 
The Senators to whom I allude would have been 
telegraphed by me to be here to-day, if it had 
been anticipated that the vote would be taken. 
I think it is but proper, under all the circum- 
stances, looking at the great gravity of this bill, 
and the delicacy of overruling a presidential veto, 
thatevery Senator should have an opportunity to 
be here when the vote is taken. For that purpose 


a day should be appointed. 


was stated to be on the passage of the bill, the | 


President’s objections to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
ginally, and I must say that I shall now vote 


I voted in favor of this bill ori- | 


against the veto message of the President with | 


reluctance. 
however, from the one taken by the President. 
Under the Constitution, Congress has power 
to collect duties. 
carries with it the necessary means of co 
dutir Ss. 1 
information I can obtain on the subject, to collect 


ecting 


I have a different view of the subject, | 


That power, in my opens 
| 


In this instance, according to the best | 


the duties which we collect at New Orleans this | 


appropriation is indispensably necessary. There 
are other collection districts above that port, on 
the Mississippi river; but I think the whole reve- 
hues of that region could be collected at that point; 
and, therefore, I feel constrained to vote against 
the veto of the President on this bill, though I 


i" 
! 


Several Senators. Say Monday next. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I would suggest Monday or 
Tuesday of next week. All I desire is that Sen- 
ators shall have a fair opportunity of knowing 
that a vote is to be taken on a particular day, so 
that they may be here to record their votes. I 
would suggest Monday as an appropriate day; I 


therefore move to postpone the further consider- | 


ation of the subject until Monday next, and make 


| it the special order for one o’clock on that day. 


The motion was agreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
Indian appropriation bill. 
Mr. ADAMS. 
should dispose of some one of the bills which 
have occupied almost the whole attention of the 
Senate since our meeting. If the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia fails, I shall move to take 


| 
I now move to take up the || 


I respectfully submit that we | 


up the naval board question so as to dispose of, | 


and get rid of, some one of the 
have occupied so much time. 
whether the Senate is prepared to vote on any of 
these questions at all. We have consumed a 


uestions which 


desire to see | 


great amount of time in regard to these measures, | 


but it seems that we are never ready to vote on 
them. We may as well adjourn at once unless 


we dispose of those questions which excite dis- | 


cussion. When we call up a measure about 
which we have been talking the whole session, 
it appears that a majority of the Senate is not 
sie to vote. I think we ought to dispose of 
these measures. There is a clear sky before us 
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on was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


The mot 


ceeded, as Committee of the Whole, to con- 

ler bili (H. R. No. 71) making appropria- 
t s for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 


stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the 


year ¢ din June 30, 1857, which had beer 
reported from the Committee on Finance with 
\ us amendments. 


Che first amendment was to insert, as the first 


m ofthat portion of the bill providing for ful- 

r treaty stipulations, the following: 
Biackfoot Nation.—For first of ten installments as an- 
nutty, to be expended in the purchase of such goeds, pro- 


v ns, and ver uselul articles, as the President, at his 
, may from time to time determine, per ninth 
the treaty of October 17, 1855, $20,000 


lor expenses of tansportation and delivery of annuities 


and provisions, &17,000 
lor first of ten installments as anntity, to be expended 
i tablishing and instructing them in agricultural and 
I muinical irsuits, and in educating their children, and 
P iolng civilization and Christianity, at the discretion of 
the President, per teuth article of the treaty of October 17, 
Is 15,000 


ir. HUNTER. These items are offered to 
carry out the treaty with the Blackfoot nation, 


which has been raufied by the Senate, sinee the 
bill was acted on by the House of Represent- 
atives. The treaty is to be found in executive 


document No. 69 of the present session. 
he amendment was agreed te. 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing: 


Chippewas of Saganaw.—For permanent annnity in goods 
or ier useful articles, per fourth article of the treaty of 3d 
of Augtt, 1795, $1,000. 

i permanent annuity in’ money, or otherwise, per 
st l article of the treaty of 17th of November, 1807, 

lor permanent annuity in silver, per fourth article of the 
treaty of 24th of September, 1819, $1,000. 

For permanent provision for support of blacksmith, and 
for farming utcusils and cattle, and the employment of two 
persons to aid them in agriculture, per eighth article of the 
treaty of 24th of September, 1819, and seventh article of 
the treaty of Lith January, 1837, $2,000. 

For education, during the pleasure of Congress, per sixth 
ariicle of the treaty of Sth August, 1826, $1,000, 


And to insert, in lieu of it: 


. 

Chippewas of Saganaw, Swan Creek, and Black River.— 
For first of five equal annual installments for educational 
purposes, under the direction of the President, per second 
article of the treaty of 2d August, 1855, $4,000. 

bor fiest of five equal annual installments for agricultural 
implements, and carpenters’ tools, household furniture and 
building materials, cattle, labor, and necessary useful arti- 
cles, per second article of the treaty of 2d August, 1855, 
5.000 

for first of ten equal annual installments in coin, to be 
distributed per capita, in the usual manner of paying annu- 
ities, per second article of the treaty of 2d Augnst, 1855, 
=10.000. 

” Por first installment for the support of one blacksmith 
shop, for ten years, per second article of the treaty of 2d 
August, 1855, 81,240. 

For building a grist and saw-mill, purchase of necessary 
fixtures and machinery, construction of a dam, race, and 
other appurtenances, per second article of the treaty of 
24d August, 1855, $8,000. 

For purchasing a saw-mill, and repairs and fixtures to be 
erected and located, in pursuance of the first amendment 
of the Senate to the second article of the treaty of 2d 
August, 1855, $4,000. 

For payment of the present just indebtedness of enid In- 
dians, in pursuance of the second amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the second article of the treaty of 2d August, 1855, 
$20,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. This change is made neces- 
sary by one of the new treaties which has been 
ratified since the action of the Houge on the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to include the fol- 


lowing among the appropriations for the Chick- 
asaws: 


For payment to the Chickasaws in full consideration for 


| their interest in the lease provided for in the niath artiele 


of the treaty of the 22d June, 1855, in conformity with the 
provisions of the tenth article of said treaty; $200,000. 

For expenses of commissioners whe signed the treaty 
on the part of the Chickasaws, in coming to, returning 


| from, and while remaining in, Washington city, per twenty- 


second article of the treaty of 2d June, 1855, g592. 

Mr. HUNTER. There was a small mistake 
in the estimate on which the last clause was 
founded. One of the commissioners was left out. 
I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
*¢ $899,’’ and inserting “* $1,766,’’ so as to provide 
for the commissioner who was omitted. 

The amendment to the amendmént was adopted; 
and the amendment as amended was agreed to, 


Mr. JOHNSON. I wish to ask the chairman 


to go on with the business of the session and || of the Committee on Finance whether these 


hever voted, and never expect to vote, for any | dispose of it. 


i} amendments are proposed with the concurrence 
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of the Committee on Indian Affairs, or whether 
the two committees have had any conference in 
re gard to the qué stions connected with this bill? 
I ask this question, because my colleague, the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
who devotes much time to, and takes great interest 
in, such questions, is now absent. te was not 
here at the moment when the bill was taken up, 
though he was here a few minutes before; and 
Jam sure he will not be absent many minutes. 
Certainly it would not be proper to dispose of the 
bill in his absence. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is no danger of its 
being disposed of before the chairman of the 


Committee on Indian Affairs will have an oppor- | 


tunity of offering his amendments. Indeed, he 
told me that his committee would have very few 
amendments to offer. What they are I do not 
know; but whatever they may be, he will have 
an opportunity of presenting them. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very well. 

The next amendment was to add the following 
to the Choctaw appropriauons: 

For part payment to the Choctaws for their relinquish 
ment and lease of Jands, in conformity with the provisions 
contained in the tenth and thirteenth articles of the treaty 
of 22d of June, 1855, $100,000. 

For interest ou $500,000, at five per cent., for education 
and otber beneficial purposes, to be applied under the direc 
tion of the general couneil of the Choctaws, tn contormity 
with the provisions contained in the tenth and thirteenth 
articies of the treaty of 22d of June, 1855, $25,000. 

For interest, from the 4th of March to the 13th of June, 
1856, on $500,000, at five per cent., for education and other 
beneficial purposes, to be applied under the direction of the 
general council of the Choctaws, in conlormuty with the 
provisions contained in the tenth and thirteenth articles of 
the treaty of 22d of June, 1855, $5,150 6s. 

Por expenses of commissioners Who signed the treaty on 
the part of the Choctaws, in coming to, and returning from, 
and while remaining in Washington city, per twenty-second 
article of the treaty of 22d of June, 1855, 50. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out** 4th of March,’’ and insert- 
ing ‘22d of June, 1855; and by striking out 
** $8,150 65,’ and inserting ** $25,616 43. 
third clause of the amendment, as thus amended, 
will read: 

For interest from the 22d of June, 1855, to the 380th of 
June, 1856, on B500,009, at five per centum, for education, 
and other bencticial purposes, to be applied under the direc 
tion of the general council of the Choctaws, in conformity 


with the provisions contained in the tenth and thirteenth 
articles of the treaty of 22d Jume, 1855, $25,616 43, 


$3,961 


I will state the reason why this amendment is 
moved to the amendment originally reported. 
There was a difference of opinion between the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Indians 
as to the time when interest should commence 
under the treaty lately ratified—whether it should 
begin to run from the day when the treaty was 
made, or the date of its ratification by the Senate. 
The Commissioner thought it should run from 
the date of ratification; and on this view the ori- 
ginal amendment was offered, but after seeing the 
treaty, the Committee on Finance were unani- 
mously of opinion that the interest began to run 


> 


from the day when the treaty was made, and | 


therefore this modification is proposed. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was adopted. 


The next amendment was to strike out the 
following provision from the appropriations for 
the Menomonees: 

For fifth of fifteen installments for pay of a miller, per 
fourth article of the treaty of October 18, 1848, and third 
article of the treaty of May 12, 1854, 9600. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next was to strike out all the appropria- 
tions contained in the bill for the Ottawas, and 
Ottawas and Chippewas, and to insert: 


Ottawas and Chippewas of Michigan.—For payment of 
the present just indebtedness of said Indians, in accord 
ance with the last amendment of the Senate to the first 
article of the treaty of July 31, 1855, $40,000. 

For first of ten equal annual installments for educational 
purposes, to be expended under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, according to the wishes of the Indians, so far as may 


be reasonable and just, per second article of the treaty of || 


July 31, 1855, $8,000. 
For first of five equal annual installments in agricultural 


implerents and carpenter’s tools, housebold furniture, and | 


building materials, cattle, labor, and necessary useful 


articles, per second article of the treaty of July 31, 1855, 
$15,000. 


For first installment for the support of four blacksmith 


shops for ten years, per second article of the treaty of July | 


31, 1855, $4,240. 
For first installmentof principal payable annually for ten 
years, to be distributed per capita, in the usual manner of 


ying annuities, per second article of the treaty of July 31, 
fads, io.o00. Bee 


"The | 
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For interest on $269,000, unpaid part of the principal 
sun Of $306,000, for one year, at five per cent. per annuin, 
to be distributed per capita, in the usual manner of paying 


annuities, per second article of the treaty of July 31, 1855, 
$14,000, 
For first of ten equal annual installments, in lieu of 


former treaty stipulations, to be paid per capita to the Grand 
river Ottawas, per second article of the treaty of July 31, 
1855, $3,500. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to amend that amend- 
ment by adding a clause which was omitted by 
mistake when the amendments were originally 
rep rte d: 

Ottawas of Kansas.—For their proportion of the perma- 
nentannuities in money, goods, or otherwise, payable under 
the fourth article of the treaty of the 3d of August, 1795, 
second article of the treaty of the 17th of November, 1807, 
the fourth article of the treaty of the 17th of September, 
1818, and the fourth article of the treaty of the 29th of Au- 
gust, L821, $2,600. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was adopted. 

The next amendment was to strike out: 

Stockbridges.—YFor interest on $16,500 at five per centum, 


per ninth article treaty 24th November, 1848, $825. 





And, in lieu of this provision, to insert: 

Stockbridges and Munsees.—For expenses of improve- 
ments, per second and fourth articles of the treaty of Sth 
February, 1846, $41,000. 

For expenses of their removal to the lands granted them 
by the provisions of the second and fifth articles of the 
treacy of Sth February, 1856, $2,575; and the amount now 
in the Treasury appropriated by acts of 8d March, 1849, 
and 3lst July, 1854, for the removal of the Stockbridges, 
shall also be applicable to the expenses of the removal pro- 
vided in the treaty aforesaid. 

For payment for improvements on land ceded by the 
first article of the treaty of Sth February, 1856, per fifteenth 
article of said treaty, $5,000, 

For purchase of stock and necessaries, and to settle their 
affairs, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, in couformity with the amendment of the 
Senate to the second article of the treaty of Sth February, 
1856, $18,000. . : 


for the expenses of the survey and allotment of lands, 


per third article of the treaty of Sth February, 1856, $ 
and the sum of $2,000 now in the Treasury appropriated 
by the act of third March, 1849, as the first installment to 
*ssachems and chiets,’? per amendment of the Senate to 
the treaty of 24th November, 1848, and now relinquished 
by the first article of the treaty of Sth February, 1856, shall 
atso be applied tor the expenses of said survey and allot- 
ment. 

For expenses of the examination and adjustment, by 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, of lots allotted 
to the Stockbridges, under the act of Jd March, 1843, per 
thirteenth article of the treaty of Sth February, 1856, $750. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


003 





8 +. 

The remaining amendments of the committee 
were to add to the bill the following: 

For the generalincidental expenses of the Indian service 
in the ‘Territory of Utah, and presents to Indians in said 
‘Territory, $40,000. 

l’or the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in the ‘Territory of New Mexico, $12,500. 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in California, embracing expenses of travel of the superin 
tendent and agents and necessary subsistence of employés, 
$27 850 

lor the pay of physicians, smiths, carpenters, and la 
borers on the reservations in California, $82,500. 

For defraying the expenses of the removal and subsist- 
ence of Indians of California to the reservations in that 
State, 891,650. 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in the Territory of Washington, $30,000. 

For the expenses of adjusting difficulties and preventing 
outbreaks in the ‘Territory of Washington, 810,000. 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 


in the Territory of Oregon, inciuding insurance and trans- | 


portation of annuities, $30,000. 

For adjusting difficulties and preventing outbreaks among 
the Indians in the Territory of Oregon, $10,000. 

‘To enable the Secretary of the Interior to settle and pay 
the awards of commissioners for reservations, preémptions, 
and for rents and improvements, under the twelfth, thir 
teenth, and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee treaty of the 
29th December, 1855, $5,724 36. | 

For purchase of stock and agricultural implements for | 


qe Great and Little Osages, per fourth clause of the second 


article of the treaty of Lith January, 1839, $15,000. 

For liquidating balance found due the Creek Indians, for 
losses sustained during the last war with Great Britain by 
that portion of the tribe that was friendly to, and coéperated | 
with the United States, to be paid to those individuals now 
living, and the legal representatives of those deceased, who 
are entitled to receive the same, the amount to be refunded 


| to the United States, when recovered from the late Creck 


agent, Philip H. Raiford, or his sureties, $1,684. 


For the reappropriation of this amount, for the expenses || 
| of revising, preparing, and printing, a new code of regula- 


tions for the Indian department, in connection with all laws 
and portions of laws im force in relation to Indian affairs, | 


duties and responsibilities of superintendents and agents, || 


and disbursing and accounting for public moneys, $2,000 : 


|| Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior, out of said \| 
| sum, may allow a reasonable compegsation to any clerks | 


or officers he may designate to prepare the compilation, for | 
actual services rendered in that duty at such times as will | 
not interfere with the proper discharge of the regular duties | 
of their respective stations. 

For payment to the children of John Connoly, being in- | 
terest on two hundred dollars, at six per centum per annum, | 


| be postponed until to-morney. 


'ask that it ma 





June 30, 
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from Ist January, 1837, to Ist May, 1855, per fifth articie of 
the treaty of 28th September, 1836, with the Sacs and Poxe 
of Mississippi, $208. " 

lor expenses of surveying the boundaries of Indian res. 
ervations, and of surveying, allotting, and defining Indiar 
reserves and half-breed lands, and for other incidenta) , § 
penses of carrying into effect the treaties with the Indian 
tribes in Michigan, and with the Chippewa Indians of tho 
Mississippi and of Lake Superior, so far as any of the said 
treaties provide for the survey or allotment of Jands, or set 
apart reservations for the tribes or bands, $5,000. 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to redeem tho 
pledges of Governor D. Meriwether, in the articles recent\y 
negotiated by him, under instructions given in pursuance 
of the act of Congress making appropriations to defray tha 
expenses of said negotiations, made to the tribes and bands 
respectively, with whom peaceable relations have been dor. 
initely agreed on and now exist, in making to said Indians 
presents of goods, agricultural implements, and other usefy| 
articles, and in assisting them to locate in permanent aly des. 
and sustain themselves by the pursuits of civilized lig 
$35,000: Provided, That the President may assign to gaid 
Indians, or any of them, any unclaimed and unoccupieq 
tract or tracts of lands within the Territory of New Mexico, 


| which, in bis judgment, may be adapted for their perma. 


nent location and support, and on which they may be wilj- 
ing to concentrate; And any tract or tracts so assigned sh | 
be and remain for the residence and abode of any such tribe 
or tribes, or band or bands, and shall not be subject to sale 
or entry, so long as Congress does not otherwise provide by 
special enactinent. : 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have two or three verbal} 
amendments to offer which are necessary for the 
convenience of the accountants in keeping the 
books. They are, first, to add after the heading 
‘* Chippewas of Lake Superior,’’ the words * fu)- 
filling the treaty of 30th September, 1854;”’ to 
strike out the heading ‘* Chippewas of Missis- 
sippi,’’ and insert ‘* Chippewas of the Mississippi 
—fulfilling the treaty of the 22d of February, 
1855;”’ and to strike out the word ‘** Chippewas” 
where it occurs before ‘ pillager and Lake Win- 
nibigoshish bands.’’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I am now through with the 


| amendments of the Committee on Finance; but it 


would not be proper to press this bill to its pas- 
sage until the Committee on Indian Affairs have 
an opportunity to offer their amendments. | 
shall therefore move to postpone this bill until 
Thursdwy next, by which time the Kansas mat- 
ter will be disposed of, unless I shall find to-mor- 


| row in the morning hour that the Senate is will- 


ing to take it up in the morning hour, so as not 
to interfere with the Kansas question. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have sent for the chairman 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and he wi 
probably be here in a few minutes. We may 
then resume this bill, if no other business inter- 
feres with it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should prefer to continue 
the bill if the chairman were here; but, in th 
mean time, I move to postpone it until Thursday, 
subject to the condition I have named. 

Mr. WELLER. I prefer that the bill should 
I wish to offer 
some amendments, and I shall not be here on 
Thursday. I take it for granted there will be a 
number of Senators absent on Thursday—the 
day immediately preceding the 4th of July. I 
be postponed until to-morrow, 
with the hope that we may be able to dispose of 
it during the morning hour. If we can dispose 
of it during the morning hour, of course the 
Senator from Virginia can have no objection. 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly not. 

Mr. WELLER. If we shall not be able to 


| dispose of it to-morrow, we can then postpone 


the bill until Thursday. I hope my friend from 
Virginia will change his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. My colleague is now pres- 
ent. 

Mr. HUNTER. In accordance with the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from California and others, 
] move to postpone the further consideration o! 
this bill until half past twelve o’clock to-morrow, 
in order that we may then take it up, if such be 
the pleasure of the Senate. If we shall find then 


| that it interferes with the Kansas matter, I give 


notice that I shall ask for its postponement unt! 
Thursday. 
The motion was agreed to. 


FIREMAN’S INSURANCE COMPANY. 
On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the bill (S. No. 


| 325) to extend the charter of the president and 


directors of the Fireman’s Insurance Company 
of Washington and Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia, was read the second time by 'ts 
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and considered as in Committee of the 

Vhole. 

Mr. YULEE. As this bill has been printed 

wnd laid on the table for some time, I think it is 
pecessary to read it at length. 

Mr. ALLEN. There is nothing more in the 

than the ordinary provisions of a qgharter ex- 
It prohibits the company from issuing 

y bills or certificates as money, and confines 
hem strictly to the business of insurance. 

By unanimous consent, the reading of the bill 
was dispensed with; it was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. YULEE. As there is nothing before the 
body, I rise to make a suggestion which I hope 
will find favor with the Senate. Inasmuch as we 

not likely to sit on Friday next, that being 
the 4th of July, and have not been able, in con- 

uence of the pressure of quesuions of more 

ral interest, to take up for several weeks past 

Private Calendar, I propose that we 
now. If, however, itis not agreeable to the Sen- 

to take up the Calendar in its order, I shall 
ask for the consideration of a particular bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the motion of the 
Senator from Florida will not be insisted upon. 
There is a special order which I wish to dispose 
of; and when that is done, I shall make no objec- 
tion. The special order to which I allude is 
Senate bill No. 146. 

Mr. YULEE. What is it? 

Mr. SEWARD. = It isa bill making provision 
to compensate agents for paying pensions and 
prescribing the time and manner of settling their 
accounts. It has been a special qrder for a long 


tension. 


ao so 


time. 
Mr. HUNTER. That is a disputed matter. 
I know that the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Srvart,] if he were here, would have a great deal 
to say on it. j 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senatorfrom Michigan 
I presume, is here; but if not, I have his advice 
and approbation as to what disposition I shall 
make of the bill. 
[Mr. Toomss] disputes it, and is in his place. 

Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senate will agree to 
my motion, 

rhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


The question 
is on the 


motion of the Senator from Florida to 
take up the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HUNTER. We had better do that than 
take up disputed matters. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first bill 
on the Caléndar is one (S. No. 301) for the relief 
of Cyrus H. McCormick. The Senate rejected 
the bill, and a motion to reconsider was made. 
The question is on the reconsideration. 

Mr. EVANS. Thisis one of three bills for the 
renewal of patents for reaping machines, which 
are very much disputed. ‘The propriety of re- 
newing the patents, I think, is very doubtful. I 
prefer that these bills lie over until some future 
lume. 

Mr. YULEE. I think they were laid aside on 
a former occasion. 

Mr. EVANS. I move to postpone, until to- 
morrow, the further consideration of this bill and 
the two sueceeding ones of the same character. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RICHARD W. MEADE. 


The bill (S. No. 306) for the relief of Richard 
W. Meade was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. Its object 
is to provide for the payment to R. W. Meade, 
late a lieutenant in the United States Navy, the 
sum of $566 20, being the amount of expenses 
incurred by him and his clerk for subsistence, 
while under orders of the Navy Department, and 
detained on shore at San Francisco, from the 15th 
of July to the 30th of September, 1849, deducting 
the amount already received by them for com- 
mutation of their rations during the same period. 

In April, 1849, the memorialist proceeded *to 
San Francisco, by the overland route, under 
orders from the Navy Department, to take com- 
mand of the steamer Edith, then attached to the 
United States squadron upon the Pacific station, | 
accompanied by his clerk, who went out with 
him by authority of the Department. He arrived | 


The Senator from Georgia 
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at San Francisco on the 15th of July, and re- 
ported to Commander Long, the senior officer of 
the squadron present, who declined to place him 
in command of the steamer in consequence of the 
of the commander-in-chief. Upon the 
return of Commodore Jones, the memorialist 
repeatedly applied to him to be put upon the duty 
for which he was sent out by the Department, 
but his application was r¢ fused. He was conse- 
quently detained on shore ata heavy expense 
from the 15th July to the 30th September, 1849, 
when he returned to the United States. He pre- 
sented his accounts and vouchers for the expenses 
necessarily incurred for the subsistence of him- 
self and clerk during this period to the Fourth 
Auditor for settlement, who considered the al- 
lowance of the claim prohibited by the act of 3d 
March, 1856, regulating the pay of the Navy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

RESCUE OF 


The bill (S. No. 308) for the relief of John H. 
Scranton and James M 


abst nee 


THE STEAMER SOUTHERNER. 


Hunt, owners of the 
steamer Major Tompkins, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
Its purpose is to direct the Seer tary of the Treas- 
ury to cause to be paid to Messrs. Scranton and 
Huntthe sum of $9,600, in full satisfaction for the 
services rendered, and for the risk, loss, and dam- 
ages incurred in saving the United States mails 
and treasure, and in rescuing the passengers and 
crew which were on board the steamer South- 
erner at the time of the wreck of that vessel on 
the uninhabited coast of Washington Territory, 
in the month of December, 1854; and for the 


the passengers and crew. 
Mr. HUNTER. 

panying this bill? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear it read. 
The Secretary read the report, as follows: 


Is there any report accom- 


It appears, from the papers in the case, that the steam 
ship Southerner, having on board the United States mail, 
sundry passengers, and $6,500 in money belonging to the 
pay department of the Army, left the harbor of San Fran- 


| cisco, California, on the 20th of December, 1854, for Fort 


Vancouver, Washington Territory. 


| the Southerner met a severe gale, by which she was dis- 


| to Puget Sound. 


abled, and, notwithstanding the most vigorous efforts to 
make a harbor, she was finally wrecked on the 27th of the 
same month, being driven upon the beach near the entrance 
The passengers, (including women and 


| children,) with such of the freight as could be saved from 


the wreck, were landed upon the beach, nearly one hun 
dred and fifty miles from any white settlement, from which 
they were separated by nearly impassable mountains cov- 
ered with snow. 

In this situation, surrounded by Indians of doubtful friend 
ship, with provisions for only eleven days, on half rations, 


| in the midst of winter, and with no means of escape but a 


single small boat, (for fifty persons,) it was determined that 
Captain Sampson, master of the Southerner, with six men, 
should proceed to Fort Townsend, one hundred and fifty 
miles distant, in search of relief. After an incessant toil 
of four days and nights, they reached the fort, and applied 
to Captain Pease, in command of the revenue cutter Jeff. 
Davis, for relief. Captain Pease being unable to get to 


| sea, in consequence of head winds, entered into an agree 


meut, subject to the approval of the Department, with the 


|| petitioners, owner and master of the steamer Major Tomp 
kins, to tow the Jeff. Davis to Fort Townsend, a distance of 


seventy five miles, for 8600, which service was performed. 
The Jeff. Davis now proceeded to the scene of the wreck, 
but found it impracticable to land or to take off the passen 
gers of the Southerner, and returned to Fort Townsend 
without them. It was now agreed, in consultation of the 
several United States officers at that place, that the Major 
Tompkins should at ouee proceed to the relief of the suf 
ferers. 

This, perilous undertaking was finally accomplished by 
the Major Tompkins, amidst great difficulties and degn- 
gers. Having succeeded in taking on board the passengers 
and crew of the wrecked vessel, fifty-three in number, and 
the treasure belonging to the Government, and after en- 
countering a severe gale, she landed them safely at Olym- 
pia, on the 19th of January, having been engaged in this 
latter service fifteen days, and suffering damage to her ma- 
chinery requiring thirteen days to repair. 

These facts are sustained by the statements of Major 
Alvord, paymaster United States Army, and by R. McLaren, 


Esq., a passenger on the Southerner, and by an extract | 


from the journal of the United States revenue cutter Jeff. 
Davis, certified to by the Assistant Secretary of the Treas 
ury; and their credibility is certified by Hon. J. P. An- 
derson, Delegate from Washington Territory, and by Hon. 
Joseph Lane, Delegate from Oregon Territory. 

The petitioners further represent, that ** in consequence 
of the severity of the storm, (to which they were exposed 


in the performance of this service,) and which continued | 


with increased fury on the night of the rescue, they were 
under the necessity of carrying so high a pressure of steam 
as materially to injure the steamer’s boilers, and to such an 
extent as to be capable of only temporary repairs ; and that 


When two days out | 





.... 





the vessel was lost, in a similar gale, on her next voyage, 
chiefly or wholly in consequence of those injuries.’’ 

‘The committee are satisfied that it is a meritorious case, 
and one in which the valuable services rendered should be 
recognized and remunerated by the Government. These 
views are in accordance with the action of Congress in other 
and similar cases. The following are referred to, as show- 
ing the principles heretofore recognized : 

in 1848, the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, took fire 
it sea and threw out signals of distress. The British bark 
Sarah discovered the signalsand proceeded, at considerable 
perl, to rescue the passengers and crew of the Grimshaw, 
and took them to Payal, and subsisted them at considerable 
expense. 

By this detention of the Sarah her insurance was Jost, 
and she suifered damage by a gale, and lost the advantage 
ota return voyage with freight. 


rhe committee say, “ an actof such marked humanity 
ought not to be left to involve the owner of the bark in any 
loss.*? They accordingly reported a bill authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to audit 


and pay the moneys 
aciually expended, and the losses actually sustained.—(Rd 
Congress, lst session, No. 112.) 

In 1831, two American vessels were wrecked on one of 
the Fejee Islands. This fact having beep communicated 
to the master of the American ship Pery, recently arrived 
on a trading voyage in those seas, he immediately directed 
his efforts to the rescue of his countrymen from their peril- 
ous condition, and succeeded in getting on board of bis 
vessel to the number of twenty-six. The Peru not being 
provided with supplies for this additional number of per 
ons, Was under the necessity of abandoning her trading 
expedition and returning to Manilla. 

‘The committee say, ** as the rescue and subsistences (of 
these wrecked officers and seamen) seem to have been the 
cause of breaking up the voyage,”’ “the committee think 
they should be fully remunerated.” (Senate Doc., Twenty- 
Third Congress, first session, No. 126.) 

An act passed, in conformity with this report, for the 
payment of $3,240. (6 Statutes at Large, 595.) 

The petitioners in this case claim for— 


51 days’ use of steamer, at $400 per day........ - - $6,000 00 

13 days’ time lost in repairing........ceeeeeees -. 2,314 00 
Provisions and other necessary articles furnished 

the PASSEN ETS... cccccee ces © ccccccccesscccces 1,734 00 

| Wood and coal...... @cccecccce eecescccacsocccee 1,380 00 

Wages paid officers and crew. ......ee06. © sees - 1,214 00 

Salvage on $6,500, at 40 per cent...... seeeeeceee 2,600 00 


‘Towing revenue cutter Jefferson Davis, per agree- 
MCNL. cecees 


CORRE ERE eee ee EER HR eee 


$15,842 00 


The Hon. Messrs. Anderson and Lane, the Delegates 
from the Territories of Washington and Oregon, state that 
| they regard this account, after deducting the item for salv- 
age, to be reasonable and just, and such as is usual in that 
country for similar services. The committee, however, are 
not satisfied that some of the charges are not excessive. 
They have, therefore, adopted an amount for allowance to 
the owners of the steamer, which, upon consideration, they 
believed would be a just, and at the same time sufficiently 
liberal, compensation for the service rendered and damages 
| and expenditure incurred by them, and accordingly report 
| a bill authorizing the sum of $9,600 to be paid to them. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that this in- 

\| volves a new principle. Ido not know of any 

| instance before in which we have undertaken to 
reward individuals who have relieved wrecks on 
our own coast. Ido not know where we shall 

;end if we commence paying out of the United 
States Treasury for the services of those who re- 
lieve the shipwrecked persons on our own coast. 
If I understand the bill and report, that is the 
principle involved. 

Mr. WELLER. A part of the bill, I believe, 
embraces $600 covered by a contract made be- 
tween the owners of the Major Tompkins and 
the captain-of the revenue cutter Jeff. Davis. 
It seems that the revenue cutter was anxious to 
go to the relief of these persons after they had 
been wrecked on the Southerner, but she was 
unable to get down the Sound. She employed 
the Major Tompkins to tow her out at a fixed 

| compensation of $600. That is a part of the sum 
which has been allowed by the committee in this 
case. She proceeded to the relief of the wrecked 
vessel, but could not get near enough to take the 
passengers off. It was then, at the suggestion of 
| the captain of the revenue cutter, that the captain 
| of the Major Tompkins proceeded to the relief 
ll of these men. In other words, the owners of 
| this vessel extended that relief which the captain 
|| of the revenue cutter could not extend, because 
of the violence of the storm then raging on that 

| coast. 
| Italso appears that, whilst this vessel was en- 
i} gaged in the performance of this act of generosity, 
| in saving the lives of these passengers, her ma- 
| chinery was so injured that in the very next gale 
she was lost, mainly, as the witnesses testify, in 
consequence of the injuries which she had re- 

ceived in going to the relief of the Southerner. 

|| Now, I apprehend that whenever a case of this 
|| character is presented to Congress—one having 
|| as strong claims upon the eae of Congress, 
|| they will not fail to extend relief to cover the 
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losses which the parties have sustained in giving 

such relief. , 
That is the whole of this bill. 

in their report, have referred to various prece- 





dente, where Congress has heretofore given com- 
p ‘ion to parties for services which they ren- 
dered in cases of this sort. In my judgment, a 


stronger case could not be presents d to the con- 
sideration of Congress than this. 


The committee, |} 


Th se men 


went, not only at the risk of losing their vessel, | 
but they were themselves in imminent peril, for | 


all the witnesses testify that they never saw so 
violent a storm on the whole of the Pacific coast 
as that in which this vessel was wrecked, They 
were there one hundred and fifty miles from any 
white settlement; there were impassable mount- 


ains, covered with snow, between them and the | 


ettlers. They must, unavoidably, have perish d, 
but for the fact that the captain of this vessel, at 
the peril of his own life, went to their assistance. 
Now lL ask the Senator from Virginia whether he 
is unwilling to vote this compensation, which I 
regard as one of the lowestever presented to Con- 
I believe that on the Pacific coast you 


rrews? 


paid something like $100,000 to a steam vesse! to | 


go down in the pursuit of fillibusters; but here is 
a case which has the strongest claim on every 
generous feeling of the human heart. The Sena- 
tor from Virginia says there is no precedent for 
it. If there be no precedent, I am in favor of 
establishing one now. 

Mr. HUNTER. If this isa good ground of 
claim, 1 cannot see 


why those who put out of | 


Chesapoake bay, or go out from Florida, to re- | 


lieve yessels that are wrecked, should not also be 
allowed to make a similar claim. The fact that 
the captain of the revenue cutter Jefferson Davis 
undertook to recommend this matter, gave him 
no right te de it. It was a voluntary act on his 
part. They have no more right to claim com- 
pensation, on account of the recommendation of 


the captain of the cutter, than if they had done | 


the act of their ewn accord. I know that this is 
a praiseworthy thing. These persons are entitled 
to all credit; but the Government of the United 


States cannot reward in money every act of | 


humanity. 
if we establish this precedent, I do not see why 
we should not be called upon to a propriate 
money to all those who expose their i 

may be their property, in rescuing persons from 
wrecks. [ cannot see any difference between 
this case and thousands of others in which no 
applications have heretofore been made to Con- 
gress for compensation. 


It is impossible for it to do so; and | 


ives, or it | 


It is impossible that we | 


can undertake to pay money for every act of | 


benevolence and philanthropy of which our peo- 
ile may show evidence. 

Mr. YULEE. The facts presented by the 
committee in this case exhibit extraordinary merit 
on the part of the owners of the steamer Major 


Tompkins. The boat wasa small one, not suited | 


to sea service. Atthe time she went to the relicf 
of the wrecked passengers, a gale was blowing, 
and that gale continued for two or three days. It 
is stated by Mr. Anderson to have been the most 
severe gale ever known on that coast. This 
steamer not only went out into that gale to the 
assistance of the passengers, but had to make her 
return, and was unable to make port at the point 
from which she started, in consequence of the 
violence of the sea. 


The steamer Southerner, which was lost, had | 
en board an amount of treasure, six or seven | 


thousand dollars, belonging to the United States, 
in charge of a paymaster who was on board, and 
from whom, among the papers, will be found a 


very strong letter in testimony of the remarkable | 


gallantry exhibited by the captain of the steamer. 


There were over fifty passengers, many of them | 


females. They were on a coast desolate and sep- 


arated from the populated portion of that region 


by mountains covered with snow, and separated, 


too, by tribes of Indians, whose friendship was | 


by no means certain at that time, and who have 
since exhibited in acts of hostility the reasonable- 
ness of the fear which made these rescued pas- 
sengers unwilling to trust themselves to exposure 
in traveling through that territory. It was neces- 
sary that they should be relieved. ‘The Govern- 
ment made an effort with the revenue cutter to 
give relief, but were unable to do so, and at the 
anatance of Government officers this steamer took 
the service. It deserves recompense from some 


—_ 


| 





| ora home coast. 


quarter. The money of the Government was 
saved; the officer of the Government was re- 
lieved; massengers, Who were wrecked on 
a desolate coast, were relieved, and brought safely 
lito port. 

My friend from Virginia objects that the prin- 
ciple involved in the allowance which the com- 
mittee propose is a new one. I cannot agree 
with him that it is so. We found numerous in- 
stances in which relief was granted by Congress 
for damages incurred in renderine relief to 
wrecked vessels, and wrecked passengers. 

Mr. HUNTER. Wrecked ona foreign coast. 

Mr. YULEE. My friend says, ** wrecked on 
a foreign coast.’? That point is immaterial, as to 
the question of principle. If it isproper to grant 
relief to Aqnerican vessels, for services rendered 
by them in saving the lives of passengers and the 
money of the Government on wrecks, it is im- 
material whether that wreck be ona foreign coast 
If the men are relieved from 


y 
these 


| any other quarter, the obligation exists in the one 








case as much as the other. I would ask my friend 

on what ground it is—on what principle it is—that 

he makes an annual report from his committee 

of large appropriations for the furnishing of life- 

boats and other facilities for the relief of passen- 

gers and wrecked vessels on the whole coast of 

the United States—upon what principle does that 

rest? Can itrest on any other principle than that 

on which this bill is placed? It is for the relief 
of commerce; it is rendered necessary by the 

exigencies of that department of the national 

interests. The encouragement of this service is 

one which, of course, this Government should, | 
like every individual, stimulate by all means in 
its power. But, I ask my friend, on what prin- 
ciple he rests that relief to the commerce of the 
country to which I have just referred, so as to 
distinguish it from the appropriation which we 
now propose in this case? I would like to hear 
an answer from him. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I must say, 
that [ have always regarded that kind of appro- 
priation as one of doubtful propriety—as one 
which was carried more by the benevolence of 
the object than by its being strictly within the 
necessary sphere of the General Government. It 
has not, however, been carried to any great 
length; but here is a case in which itis proposed | 
to extend the principle so far that we shall be 
bound to remunerate everybody who rescues a 
ship that is wrecked. Anybody who has per- 
formed an act of benevolence of this character, | 
after the passage of this bill, according to this 
precedent, will be entitled to come here and ask 
us to reward him in money. 


Now, sir, nobody can appreciate such acts 1 | 
| more highly than myself; but there are some acts | 


which, with our Government and our people, 
must be their own reward. It would be impos- 
sible, even if the Government should undertake 
it, to remunerate in money acts of generosity 
and self-devotion. If we begin with this, where 
is it to end? “What will be the extent of the ap- 
propriations we shall have to make along the 
coast, in order to reward the thousands of per- 
sons who will be as much entitled to come in for 
compensation as the owners of this vessel ? 

Mr. YULEE. My friend does not show me 
any distinction in principle; it was that I wanted. 
He reports appropriations, with the sanction of 
his committee, annually, for the relief of wrecked 
vessels and wrecked passengers, by the use of 
life-boats and other means, and the Government 


ommesD persons constantly in that service on the | 


cofst of the United States, immediately under the | 
eye of the custom-house officers. Now, 1 am 
unable to distinguish between the principle upon | 
which the Committee on Claims have aan in 
this case, and that on which the Committee on 
Finance make constantly the recommendation of | 
appropriation to which | have alluded. 

3ut my friend says that acts of self-devotion 
must be their own reward, Very well; the act | 
of self-devotion by which the lives of Mr. Scran- | 
ton and his associates were jeoparded in the relief | 
of these passengers finds its reward in their own 
approving consciences, and no compensation is 
proposed by the committee for that. The com- | 
mittee propose only to pay the owners of the | 
vessel for the use of their property—property | 
which, in consequence of its appropriation to this | 
purpose, was actually afterwards totally lost to | 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





them. We might have gone much beyond the 
appropriation which we recommended to Con. 
gress, and have found precedents for paying to 
the owners the value of the vessel which was lost 
in consequence of the rendering of this seryieo 
I recolleet very well the case of a steamer which. 
in consequence of her going to the relief of pas. 
sengers on board another steamer which had ex. 
ploded at sea while hired by the United States 
had some damage done to her boiler, and that 
| damage, two or three years afterwards caused her 
to be lost; so the captain and the owners claimed, 
and Congress passed a bill, paying to the owners 
| the whole value of that steamer. 1 do not re- 
| member her name, but I recollect the case very 
| well, 
On the same precedent which was established 
at that time we might have gone further than we 
have gone, and reported remuneration to the 
owners for the loss of the steamer, which, it ap- 
peared from the evidence, resulted from damage 
incurred to the machinery in encountering the 
heavy sea in that sound. Now, looking at the 
fact that it was an exceedingly and unusually 
meritorious exposure of life and property, not 
simply in the cause of humanity for the relicf of 
these passengers and the wrecked steamer, but 
| for the relief of a United States officer who was 

on duty on board the wrecked vessel, with a con- 

siderable amount of Government treasure, which, 
| as Major Alvord, the paymaster, states. would 
| have been exposed to entire loss but for the relief 
afforded by this steamer, the committee thought 
they might reasonably follow the precedents 
which were very numerous by making the owners 
this allowance—an allowance which I apprehend 
hardly does justice to them, for we reduced their 
claim to an ameunt much below what the gentle- 
man representing that region of country thoucht, 
under the circumstances, was proper. I myself 
am opposed to loose expenditures, and it was with 
some difficulty that I brought myself in the first 
instance to examine the case; but when I did, I 
became satisfied that it was a case in which, upon 
every ordinary principle of propriety, we ought 
to make an allowance. 

Mr. HUNTER. My friend from Florida 
speaks of the appropriations for life-boats. Sure- 
ly there must bea great deal of difference in point 
of expediency between a small appropriation of 
that sort, which is made by the Government to 
be expended under its direction, and at eertain 
points along which these facilities are distributed, 
where we know what we are doing and the 
lengths to which we are going, and a case of this 
kind, which may involve us ina practice that 
| may carry us we know not to what lengths, 
Nobody can tell what amount we shall have to 
pay if we once begin to act on the principle that 
whogver does an act of benevolence or kindness 
towards one of the citizens of the United States 
is entitled, if it cost him any labor, or danger, or 
| trouble, to come here and demand remuneration 
for it. In the other case it is a small appropria- 
tion; we know that we can regulate the expend- 
iture, and we know on what principle it is reg- 
ulated; it cannot lead to any great abuse; but 
we know that here, when we have established 
this principle, it may lead to very great abuses 
and very great difficulties. 

Mr. YULEE. It is the question of authority 
to which I called the attention of my friend. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have neverraised the ques- 
tion of power. I speak of the question of expe- 
diency. 

Mr. CASS. I do not wish to take any part in 
the discussion; I only wish to ask the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Finance and the 
honorable Senator from Florida, upon what clause 
| in the Constitution they mutually rely for our 
power to prepare lifc-boats, to preserve ships 
from wreck, or to reward the people who do it? 
L have no difficulty myself on such questions, 
| but I should like to know where they find the 
clause authorizing such expenditures. : 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator direct his 
question to me? 


Rir. CASS. 


Yes, sir; to the chairman of the 


Committee on Finance; as well as the Senator 
from Florida. 

Mr. HUNTER. SofarasI amconcerned, I think 
there is great difference between the jurisdiction 
of the United States on the deep seas, where it 
i has the sole and exclusive jurisdiction, and on 
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the shore, w rhe re it has but a divided jurisdiction 
with the States. It has much more power in the 
one case than in the other. It has all the power 
that an American Government has in the deep 
sea; but when you come to the shore, there you 
have a divided jurisdiction with the States. There 
isa very great difference between the power to 
iake a e whbor or dig a canal within the jurisdic- 
tion of the States, and the exercise of jurisdiction 
on the ion sea, <olimie there is no State to exer- 
cise any jurisdic tion. There is the difference. 
CASS. I did not refer to the jurisdiction 
of Congress. Lreferred to its power to save ships 
from wreck wherever they are. Thatis the point. 
| ask, if it is under the gene wal power to re rulate 
That | suppose is the only-power in 
the case. If so, there are some who would carry 
the power to what we consider to be its true 


commerce. 


extent. In other words, we contend that, if the 
power to regulate commerce is a power to aid com- 
merce—which is the only power that can be main- 


Calhoun 
besides 


tained—there are 
sald, 
that. 


Mr. YULEE. 


other ways, as Mr. 
in which commerce may be aided 


I did not consider that the ques- 
tion of power would arise in this case. I do not 
think it necessary to any constitutional 
uthority. It stands upon an entirely different 
sround, and upon a principle above even that on 
which my friend from Virginia rests his life-boat 
expenditures. It recommended itself to me on 
this «round, and on this ground I deem it to be 
sufficiently sustained, to wit: that here was an 
the United States Government, in the 
of public duties, arrested by a wreck on 
charge of a large amount of 
lam willing to rest the compen- 
in this case, on the fact that these 

- relief of an officer of the United 

] his public duty, and having in 
his custody a laree amount of the public money 
and I will appropriate to all others who give aid 
to a Government officer, and protection to the 
Government property under like circumstances, 
a liberal and reward. I consider that the 
case recommends itself on that ground sufliciently 
to our support, and that itis unnecessary to go 
beyond that, and seek for support from the Con- 

stitution on any general grant 

Mr. WELLER. I believe the Senator from 
Virginia thinks we can make appropriations for 
life-boats on the ground that they are to be used 
on the deep seas, and that the Federal Govern- 
ment has power to legislate for such purposes. [ 
believe it is not very usual to use life-boats on 
the deep seas. 1 thought they were used on the 
coast, and that the jurisdiction of the States ex- 
tended one le sone into the sea, so that the appro- 
priations for life- boats j are used exclusively within 
the jurisdiction of the States, and not upon the 
high sea, or the ‘ dee ‘p sea,’’as the Senator from 
Virginia has it. Then if, as he states, you have 
power to make appropriation ns for that purpose, 
witha full knowle dre of the et, that the boats 
are to be used within the limits of the States, 1 
think the Senator from Virginia is hialidelt upon 
the high seas, and that, too, without any compas 
to guide him. 

But in regard to this particular bill, it appears 
from the proof that there was a portion of the 
public treasure saved. If it had not been for the 
acts of these parties, that treasure must have been 
lost to the Government; and the Senator from 
Virginia is unwilling to make any remuneration 

for the services rendered by this boat in saving 
the public money, because it was a mere act of 
lhumanity—an act of humanity by which, while 
saving that treasure, the *y saved also the lives of 
fifty human beings who were in that vessel. 

[ ask, Mr. President, whether the Senate is not 
willing, under these circumstances, to make some 
remuneration to the owners of this vessel? The 
Government revenue cutter was unable to render 
the assistance, and the proper officer made a con- 
be towed out of 


show 


otiicer of 
discharge 
a de solat« 
public funds. 
sation allowed 
parties went to t 
States 


coast, in 


engaged 


just 


} 


tract to pay $600 to Puget 
Sound. Does the Senator from Virginia repudiate 


that contract? Is he not willing to make some 
compensation to the owners of this vessel for as- 
sisting that revenue cutter in the storm, when she 
was unable to beat against the wind outside of 
Puget Sound? Is he unwilling to make some 
remuneration for saving this amount of money to 
the national Treasury, even putting it on that 
ground ? 


] say, assuming the position that you , 


euahe not to re veal men for mere acts of human- 
ity; put it on the ground that there is no obliga- 
tion resting on this Government to pay a man 
who perils his life to save that of othe rs; put it 
upon the ground that these acts are acts only per- 
formed from pure principles of humanity, is there 
not an obligation still resting on this Government 
to make some remuneration for saving the 
perty and treasure of the nation? I ask you, Mr. 
President, if you put it on that prince iple alone, 
whether it would be just and right in a generous 
Government to refuse to make compensa- 
tion for the extraordinary services that have thus 
been rendered? 

The Senator from Florida has already told you 
that this was no ordinary case. It is very rarely 
that we have violent storms on the Pacific coast. 
That ocean has been very properly named—it is 


pro- 


some 


a pacific one. But, sir, there are storms there 
occasionally in which there is a vast amount of 
property lost. It was in one of those most 


extr aordinary storms that the Southerner, plying 
between San Francisco and Oregon, had 
wrecked. There they were. Would the Senator 
from Virginia have 


been 


had these men refuse to per- 
form this service? When the revenue cutter was 
unable to proceed to their relief, would he have 


had them fold their arms and say, ** They shall 


either find a watery grave, or shall be toma- 
hawked by the hostile Indians in that neighbor- 
hood?” Ifthese men, from principles ofhumanity, 


from a desire to save not only the property of 
the Government, but the lives of their fellow- 
beings, did sustain any damages in the prosecu- 


tion of that design, every principle of ‘ustic« 
requires that we should mi ike some compensation 
forit. As I stated to the Senator be fore , if there 


be no precedent, 1 will establish the precedent 
now, of making compensation to those who 
under extraordinary circumstances, hay per- 
formed acts which endangered their own lives. 
If these parties have been willing to go out with 
their steamer—a small one, too, adapted only for 
the navigation of Puget Sound—if they were 
willing, when this storm was raging and howling 
around them, to risk their lives and their vessel, 
in order to save Government property or human 
life, I will make their 


some compensation for 
services. I could heart to 


not find it in my 


refuse; and I would have this Government, so | 


far as 1 am concerned, do what a just and an 
honorable man ought to do for himself. That 
which | would be willing to remunerate myself 
as an individual, | am willing that this Govern- 
ment shall remunerate. Where a man had save d 
my property, or had saved the lives of my famil y ‘ 
I should feel compelled, by every principle o 
honor, to make some remuneration for his ser- 
vices; and, so far as my vote is concerned, I will 
compel the Government to do _ ublic matters 

what honor would require me to do in private 
affairs. 

Mr. HUNTER. Th rerard to this life-boat 
service, if the Senator from California’s idea about 
it be true—if be can show that it is a matter exer- 
cised within State jurisdiction, then | admit it 
does not belong to the General Government. So 
far as this question is concerned, of the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States over foreign commerce 
on the deep seas, and its jurisdic tion over com- 
merce at hor ne,it must be obvious to everybody, 
that we exercise on the seas what we cannot pre- 
tend to exercise at iene: We exercise there all 
the power thatany Government exercises—power 
over property, over mewm and tuwnm—power over 
persons. We have, under that aut hority, ¢ 
lished a court in C bine, by which we try individ. 
uals for every offense—oflenses which we cannot 
try within the limits of the States. Whzy is it? 


stab- 


3ecause the jurisdiction and power of the United | 


States are greater where they are the only Gov- 
ernment who have jurisdicuon and power, than 
where they have to divide this jurisdiction and 
this power with the State governments. 

I have always believed that the light-houses 
which were designed to guide the path of vessels 
where alone the United States had the jurisdic- 
tion on the deep sea, might be maintained on the 
ground that they were ‘‘ needful buildings” to 
enable the Government of the United States to ex- 
ercise jurisdiction where it is the only American 
Government that can exercise jurisdiction. That 
rests upon a very different ground from making 
a harbor or digging out a canal, or making a road 
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within the Limits and jurisdiction of a State 


government. [ believe that principle can be 
maintained evervwhere. I know that it is esta 
lished in the practice of the Government. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. 
tion of jurisdict 
vision in the C 


Presids 


ion at all, 


,this is hota ques- 
There is no such pro- 
onstitulion as turisdiction over 
there is no such 


the hich seas and shallow seas- 


word in it from the beginning to the end, The j 
only clause upon which you ean rely for juri 

diction is that clause which authorizes you to 7 
regulate commeres Il defy any man to find an 

other in the Constitution. lam not going to argu 

that point. I perhaps shall enter upon it hers 

after. Ifthe phrase, ** regulatecommerce,’’ means 

strictly, within its narrowest construction, the 

power only to prescribe how far commerce shall 


be euarded—— 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senatorfrom Michigan 
will permit me toask on question. Does he 
tend that we have the 


con- 


same power over the rewu- 

lation of commerce in the States as in the West 
Indies or China? 

Mr. CASS. Precisely; the words are the same, 


and,as Judge Marshall once said—lI think it was 


Judge Marshall, or some hich judiciary officer 

you cannot put a different construction on words 

_of the same kind in the same sentence You 

must not bring your jurisdiction in conflict with 

the State authorities, ‘| agree; butifa murder is 

committed on alicensed boat of the United States 

in any of her waters, I take it the courts of the ' 
United States have jurisdiction as much as if it 

was on the high seas. The power is * to regu- 


late commerce with for igh nations, among the 
several States,and with the Indian tribes.’’ Those 
ure the words of the Constitution. I will merely 
observe again, that it is not a question of juris- 
diction; and if the word *‘ rezulate’’ is taken 
within its narrowest possible con truction, to wit: 
a power only to say how a thing shall be done, 
you have no authority to ex pend as dollar 
for light houses or any thing else . Butifthe power 
to regulate commerce includes, likewi , 
to aid commerce, as the First Congress under the 
Constitution decided, by the establishment of 
light-houses, buoys, and other things, then how 
far you shall go in aiding commerce becomes dis- 
cretionary. ‘This is all | have to say at present. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, 1] 
single word to say, and then I hope the vote will be 
taken. I will say, for the purpose of recalling the 
attention of the Senate to the particular question 
before them, that the ground on which I was sat- 
isfied to rest the propriety of this appropriation 
was, that here was: a public officer in the diseharee 
of pub lic duty, in charge of public funds at haz- 
ard. At the request of the proper functionaries 
efforts were made for relief. I think we may be 
warranted on this ground in makine remunera- 
tion. ; 

It was objected by the 


to le 


e,.a power r 


have but a 


Senator from Virginia, 

that this was the introduction of a new principle, 

To meet that obj jection, l called his attention toa 
class of app ropriations which he was annually 
ntroducing from the Committee on Finance: be- 
tween the principle applicable to which, and the 
principle on which this bill would rest, inde spend- 

ently of the consideration I have es suggested, 

no difference could be drawn. I believe he has 
not been able to point out the distinction. 

But he suggested, in reference to the precedents 
cited in the report, that these were cases oceur- 
ring abroad, while the particular case now before 
| the Senate had occured on the shores of our own 
|country. Lask him again to show me on what 

ground he can distinguish between the cases? On 
what different principles can they rest? We cite 
you a case of relief given by a merchant vessel ' 


upon the occurrence of a wreck in the Peejee 
Islands. If we have aright to give relief there, 
have we not here ? 

Mr. HUNTER. Ihave not been disputing the 


right, but the expediency. 
i} Mr. YULEE. Ah, well! 
Mr. HUNTER. The 


Senator says “Ah, 


| well!’? I tuld him the same thing half an hour 
aro. 
Mr. YULEE. The gentleman charged that 
this was a new principle. 
Mr. HUNTER. say so still. It is anew 


princ iple of legislation; not a new principle of 
yower under the Constitution. 
Mr. YULEE. If itis a mere question of expe- 
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diency, I am satisfied to 
statec by the committee. 

Mr. IVERSON. I think the Senate is going 
off into the discussion of an abstract question of 
constitutional power which, in my opinion, has 
very little to do with this case. If the Senate will 
only recur to the facts and understand them prop- 
erly, it will have ee in passing this bill. 
1 was on the Committee on Claims which inves- 
tigated the case, and brought my mind to the 
conclusion that it was a just account and ought 
to be paid. 

The facts are these: here was a steamer on the 
coast of Oregon wrecked; it contained passengers 
and public treasure. The revenue-cutter Jeffer- 
son Davis being in the neighborhood was bound, 
under the regulations and orders of the Treasur 
Department, to go to the relief of this vessel. ik 


leave it on the ries 


is not necessary to stop to inquire whether this 


was under any constitutional power. I under- 
stand the regulations of the Department to be 
that the revenue cutters, and all the vessels of the 
public service, are under obligations and orders 
to procee d to the relief of wrecked vessels. The 
revenue cutter did proceed to the relief of this 
vessel, but in consequence of her heavy draught 
she was unable to reach the vessel. She returned, 
therefore, to Puget’s Sound, and employed the 
Major Tompkins. It was not a voluntary act 
on the part of the Major ‘Tompkins, as the 
Senator from Virginia supposes; but she was 
employed by the officers of the Government to go 
to the relief of this vessel. She went for a dou- 
ble purpose—to relieve the passengers from de- 
struction, and to relieve the Government treasure 
fromloss. She went under a contract—not a vol- 
untary act of her own—and when she went there 
such was the character of the storm that her 
machinery was injured, and she was detained in 
consequence of this service, and had to feed the 
assengers Whom she rescued from destruction. 
f the Government revenue cutter had been able to 
go there and reach the wreck, the duty of human- 
ity, as well as the orders of the Government, 
would have been that they should help these pas- 
sengers. They were on an inhospitable coast; 
they were unable to feed themselves. T hey were 
not in a condition to support themselves. They 
must of necessity have relied upon the benevo- 
lence of the Government, to keep them from 
starvation. One of the items of this account is 
for food rendered to these passengers, and for 
the injury sustained by this vessel for demurrage 
in consequence of the de ‘lay which occurred from 
the injury to her mac hinery. 


| into the Union—the pending question being on 
| amotion to commit the bill to the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union with instruc- 
tions; upon which the main question had been 


| ordered. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order now to move 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the House 
ordered the main question to be put? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. GROW. How does the gentleman get the 
floor? Am I notentitled to it to close the debate ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled to 


the floor. 


Mr. McMULLIN 


Mine is a privileged ques- 


| tion. 


| order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia addressed the Chair, but has not submitted 
any motion to the House. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I rose for the purpose of | 


inquiring of the Chair if it was in order to move 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the House 
ordered the main question to be put; my object 
being to move a reconsideration if it were in 
Understanding it to be in order, | now 
submit that motion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
question of order. I would inquire if the gentle- 
man voted with the majority—in the affirmative ? 
On referring to the vote in the Globe, I do not see 
the name of the gentleman recorded as having 
voted in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
the yeas and nays were not taken on ordering the 


| main question. 


Mr.GROW. | would inquire if the gentleman 
from Virginia can take the floor from me for any 
purpose: 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, as chairman of the committee reporting 
the bill, is entitled to one hour to c lose the debate, 


| after the House has ordered the main question. 


These are the | 


Mr. MecMULLIN. 

The SPEAKER. 
ginia addressed the Chair, and was recognized by 
the Chair; and he has aright to make the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 
this question: There are several preliminary ques- 
tions pending—two motions to refer, one with in- 
structions; and there is a proposition to amend 
those instructions; can the gentleman from Penn- 


I am aware of that. 


| sylvania, who reported this bill, make his hour 


pose -d of? 


items of the account, and if the y are not just I | 


do notunderstand really on what ground Congress 
could ever allow a claim. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment; and the question being taken on 
ordering it to be engrossed for a third reading, 
there were, on a division—ayes 16, noes 9; no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. STUART. 
Journ. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
the engrossment ef the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted as follows: 


I move that the Senate ad- | 


I call for the yeas and nays on | 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, | 


Beli of Tennessee, Brodhead, Cass, Collamer, Dodge, 
Foot, Foster, Geyer, Iverson, Jones of Lowa, Reid, Sebas- 
uan, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, Wade, 
Weller, and Yulee—2i. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Brown, Crittenden, Hun 
ter, Jones of Tennessee, ‘Toombs, and Wright—8. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
A quorum voting. 


Mr. STUART. 


journ, 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


There is not 


I move that the Senate ad- 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 30, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry C. Dean, Chaplain of the Senate. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


_ The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was the consideration of House bill 
(No. 411) for the admission of the State of Kansas 


| 


speech until those preliminary questions are dis- 
If the motion to commit prevail, the 
bill will go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and the gentleman could, 
in that case, claim the right to close the debate 


| again. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the gentleman has the right to address the House 
on this question, at this time; and it must be be- 


| fore the vote is taken on the motion to commit. 


| 


Mr. JONES. I think it would be better to 
dispose of the preliminary questions, and then, 
when you come to the final vote, the gentleman 
can occupy his hour. 

The SPEAKER. That is within the option 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to allow me to submit a 
resolution, changing the hoyr of meeting from 
twelve o’clock to eleven o’clock. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 


'| man to let us take up the resolution from the 
| Senate, fixing the time for a final adjournment. 


Prayer || 


Mr. MA’ r'TESON. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, to 
reconsider the vote whereby the House ordered 
the main question to be put. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know if it is in 
order to assign a reason for submitting the mo- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order. 

Mr. GROW. Can the gentleman from Virginia 
have his motion acted on until I have made my 
remarks ? 

The SPEAKER. It is, undoubtedly. the priv- 
ilege of the gentleman from Virginia to have the 

uestion of reconsideration acted on before fur- 
ther debate. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to lay the motion 
to .econsider on the table. 


The gentleman from Vir- 


|| 
| 
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Mr. McMULLIN. On that I call for the; sale 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided jn 
| the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, Barbour 
Barclay,Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Sent haw, Brenton, Buffinton, "James H. Campbell, Lewis 
). Campbell, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cum. 











|| back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dic k, 


Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagier, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robe rt B. Hall, Harlan. 
Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 


| Horfon, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight 


| Wood, 


| Peek, 


| Walker, 


Knowlton, Kunkel 


Leiter, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, 
Matteson, 


McC arty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Olive r, 
Parker, Peare e, Pe ton, Pennington, Pe rry, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Zobbins, Roberts, Robison, § Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan 
Thorington, Thurston, 'Podd, Trafton, Wade, W albridge, 
Waldron, Ellihu B. W ashburne, Israe] W ashburn, WwW atson, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Ben- 
nett, Bowie, Boy = Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P, 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, ¢ ‘lingman, William- 
son R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Dowdell, 
Dunn, Ed euniaen English, Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, 
Fiorence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, 
Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alex ander 
K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 
McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Orr, Packer, Paine, 
Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, 
Rie hardson, Rivers, Ruflin, Rust, Sandige, Savage, Seward, 

Samuel A. Smith, William’ Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, 
Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollic offer—29. 


So the House refused to reconsider the vote 
whereby the main question was ordered. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. DAVIDSON said, I cannot vote on this 
question, because I promised Mr. Norton, who 
was called away suddenly, that if he was not in 
the House when the vote was taken I would not 
vote. - 

Mr. PORYEAR stated that hiscolleague, Mr. 

XEADE, Was confined to his room by sickness, 
and had paired off on all questions relating to 
Kansas with Mr. Cyarree. 

Mr. BURLINGAME stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Horrmay. 

It was also announced that Mr. Smiru, of 
Alabama, had paired off with Mr. GaLioway; 
and Mr. Denver with Mr. Pettir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. As Iam compelled to 


| leave the city for the State of Illinois, to enter on 


the canvass in that State, I have agreed, after the 
vote which I shall give now, to pair off for four 
weeks with Mr. Mace, on all subjects except the 
grants to railroads, and on that question [ have 
paired off with Mr. Fosrer. I vote ** No.”’ 

Mr. PELTON stated that Mr. Ritcnie had 
paired off with Mr. Vait for one week. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Understanding 
that my friend from Virginia [Mr. McMutuiiy] 


| desires to make a speech on this subject, I change 


| ident of the 


my vote, and vote **No.’”’ I would be in favor 


of the vote being taken now but for that fact. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, announcing 
that the Senate had passed a bill and joint resolu- 
tion of the following titles; im which they asked 
the concurrence of the House: 

An act (S. No. 178) respecting the harboring of 
deserters from the military service, and to pro- 
tect the public interests in regard to the enlist- 
ment and discharge of minors; and 
A resolution (S. No. 22) authorizing the pur- 
chase and restoration to the British Government 
of the ship Resolute, late of the British Navy. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the following 
bills of the House: 

An act (H. R. No. 67) to establish two addi- 
tional land districts in the Territory of Min- 
nesota; 

An act (H. R. No. 197) to authorize the Pres- 
United States to cause the southern 


| boundary line of Kansas Territory to be sur- 


veyed and marked; and 
An act (H. R. No. 185) to explain the act ap- 


|| proved 12th of April, 1854, entitled ** An act to 
|, establish additional land districts in the Territory 
| of Minnesota. 


il 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. H. MARSHALL, leave was 








uno 


rem 


me! 





1956. 


-anted for the withdrawal from the files of the 
se of the papers in the case of Thomas J. 
chill, in order to have them referred to the 

senale. ; 7 | 

On like motion of Mr. LETCHER, leave was 
nted for the withdrawal from the files of the 
ise, of the papers in the case of Hezekiah 

Miller. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS—AGAIN. 


Mr. G 
non the bill for the admission of Kansas. 
narks will be published in the Appendix. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Idesire tocorrect a state- 
ment made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
[understood him to say that there are no gen- 
here who are not now prepared to admit 
Kansas as a State into the Union without regard | 
io her number of inhabitants. 

Mr. GROW. ‘The gentleman misunderstood 

What I said, or intended to say, was, that | 

very proposition to admit Kansas, introduced | 

ther Into this House, or into the other wing of 

the ¢ ‘apitol, proposed to admit the State without 

regard to its population. They all abandon that | 
point. 

' Mr. McMULLIN. [I take occasion to say to | 

e gentleman from Pennsylvania, and to the 
H use, that there are gentlemen here, if I am cor- 

ctly informed, who will not vote to admit Kan- 
sas, Or any other ‘Territory, as a State, until the 
‘ensus shows that they possess the re quisite 
ambe r of inhabitants to entitle them to a Repre- | 
ative in this House. I am one who will not 
tte for any such proposition; and I understand 
hat several of my colleagues, and others in this 
House, will vote for no such ‘proposition. 

Now, sir, I desire to give the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania, and those who vote with him, my 
views with reference to the action of this House 
upon the bill now before us. If you refer this 
billto the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
he Union, I, for one, shall resort to no factious 
opposition for the purpose of defeating the will | 
of this House. If there is a majority here in 
favor of referring this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the U nion, let it go there 
and be fully investigated. Let us have an oppor- | 
tunity to examine the majority and minority 
reports of the committee of investigation which 
you have sent out to Kansas. I believe it is due 
) the country that we should have those reports 
before us when taking definite action upen this 
bill. 

Then, sir, I beg to tell the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, and “the other side of the House, 
thatafter this bill shall have been fairly examine id 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, I will go with them to get it out of com- 
mittee; and so far as | concerned, and I believe so 
far as this side of the House is concerned, there 
will be no factious opposition to the will of the 
majority. That, it seems to me, is the proper 
course to pursue. 

I concur fully in the opinion expressed by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven,] the 
other day, that the House should not act upon 
this subject until the report of the majority and 
minority of the investigating committee has been 
made. Letthose reports be printed, give us time 
to consider them, and we shall be able to vote 
understandingly upon the subject. 

Mr. GROW. I will say that, if there is a gen- 
tleman in this House who wants information 
with reference to the state of things in Kansas, 
before he casts his vote upon this bill, Barnum 
ought to have him as a specimen of a fossil, for 
he is the only man in the country who does not 
understand it. The whole country understands 
that wrongs have been committed in Kansas— 
wrongs which demand redress at our hands. 

Mr. KENNETT. If such is the fact, I ask 
the gentleman of what possible use it was for the 
House to send a committee to Kansas to make 
any investigation? 

Mr. GROW. The committee was sent there 
to enable the House to decide the contested elec- 
tion for the seat of the Delegate from that Terri- 
tory. To determine w hether the sitting Delegate 
was entitled to his seat, it was necessary to In- | 

quire into the validity of the territorial legisla- | 
tion in Kansas under which his election took | 
place, for upon that election rests the claim of the | 
contestant to his seat. That committee was also |) 


ROW addressed the House for an hour 





| on the state of the Union. 


His || 


| empowered to inquire into any other irregularities 


in the Territory. But forall purposes affecting the 
admission of Kansas as a St: ate, I care not what 
the validity of that legislation is. It is immaterial. 
The simple question is, whether you are ready to 
admit Kansas as a State, and relieve her people 
from the oppressions and wrongs which have 
been imposed upon them? 

I have only one word to say in regard to re- 
ferring this bill to the Committee of the Whole 
I have merely to say 
to the friends of the bill, that, if it is sent to the 
Committee of the Whole, it will be equivalent to 
a defeat of the bill. 

Mr. TRIPPE. [wish to ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania a question, and I do it for in- 
formation, 
extent ignorant of the facts connected with the 
formation of this State constitution? The gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Haven] just now 


propounded the question to the gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania, how many votes were cast by the 
people of the Territory of Kansas for the ratifica- 
tion of this Topeka constitution. Now, sir, I 
desire to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
whether he has any authentic information that 
any votes were cast upon that occasion? 

Mr. GROW. The gentleman need not have 
taken up my time in asking that question. I 
stated, in reply to the inquiry of the gentleman 
from New York, that the committee did notthink 


it of any consequence to inquire into that sub- 
ject, for the reason that the facts show the exist- | 
ence of such a state of things that no fair vote 


could have been taken. 


immediately preceding the formation of the con- 
stitution. He knows as well as any man, that 
the only question in Kansas on which the people 


| are divided is, whether slavery shall exist there 


or not? That question was involved in the elec- 
tion of a Delegate. He knows, too, that that is 
the only question to be settled. 

And I wish to say here, in answer to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Ste- 
PHENS,] on Saturday, that these troubles are 
brought upon the country and upon Kansas by 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise, and on 


| the heads of its repealers rest the blood shed in 


Kansas, and the wrongs and the outrages 
have been he ape d upon it. 


s which 
The repe sal was for 


the purpose of making Kansas a slave State. It | 


| was a conspiracy from the start, and it has been 


| that repeal slavery could never have gone there. | 


carried out with violence and brute force. The 
wrongs of Kansas date. from the day that the 
Missouri compromise was repealed; for without 


There would have been no effort to force it into 
the Territory. ‘Then on their heads rest all these 
troubles, and the responsibility for all this anar- 
chy and confusion in the Territory. 
out the gentleman says that the country 1s at 
peace, and is prosperous and hap py- I tell the 
gentle ‘man that the a: wits ition in the countr y is not 
a matter based upon dollars and cents. It is 
founded upon prine iple—a principle underlying 
the foundation of our Government—a princ iple 
which enters into the spirit and genius of our 
tepublic. 
tation is not the result of the repeal of the Mis- 
sourl compromise, how it happens that but nine 
of those from the North who voted for that repeal 


| were returned to this House, while some forty 


who voted against it are in this House to-day? 
How happens it that every clection for Senator 


| in the North, with one exception, has resulted 
| in the election of an “= nt to that repeal? 


| Does 
the 


he believe that there has been no change in 
popular sentiment? Does he believe “that 
they remain quiet and happy, satisfied with the 


| existing condition of affairs? 





Mr. WAKEMAN. I would ask the gentle- 


| man from Pennsylvania, if there are any remon- 


strances against granting the application for the 
admission of Kansas into the Union? 


Mr. GROW. 
“TT he SPEAKER. The ge ntleman’s time has 


expired. The previous question having been 
ordered, further debate is out of order. 

The Chair will state the questions before the 
House. The first motion is, 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 

ofthe Union. If that be negatived, then the ques- 


for | must confess that Iam to some | 


I gave to the gentleman | 
from New York the vote polled at the election | 


And I ask the politicians, if this agi- | 
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tion will recur on the motion that the bill be 
recommitted to the Committee on Territories. 
Pending the motion to refer to the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Steruens} moves that 
the bill be referred, with instructions to the com- 


mittee to strike out and insert, which instructions 
the gentleman from Indiana {Mr. Dunn] moves 


to amend by adding an additional section to the 


matter proposed to be inserted. 

Mr. DUNN. I rise to see whether we cannot, 
consistently with our present position, change 
the present order of the propositions before the 
House. If Il withdraw the motion to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, will not 


the only motion before the House 
then be the n 


iotion to recommit to the Commit- 
tee on Territories? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. You cannot with- 
draw your motion after the main question is 
orde re d. 

The SPEAKER. E Xce pt by gener il consent. 

Mr. DUNN. If that be done, cannot we then, 
by general consent, take votes directly on the 


propositions which have been submitted in the 
nature of instructions ? 

The SPEAKER. If the House gives its unan- 
imous consent to consid r the propositions, sub- 
mitted as instructions, as amendments, that course 


can be pursued; otherwise not. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object. 
The first question being on the motion of Mr. 
Dvuyw to add an additional section to the instrue- 


tions offered by Mr. Strepnens, it was reported 
by the Clerk, as follows: 


. And he it further enacted, That so much of the 
fourteenth section and of the thirty-second section of the 
act passed at the first session of the Thirty-Third Congress, 
commonly called the Kansas and Nebraska act, as reads as 
follows: ** Except the eighth section of the act preparatory 
to the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March 
6, 1820, which, being inconsistent with the principle of non 

intervention by Congress with slavery in the States and Ter 

ritories, as recognized by the legislation of 1850. commonly 
called the compromise measures, ts hereby declared inop 

erative and void; it being the true intent and meaning of this 
act not to legislate slavery into any State or ‘Territory, or to 
exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof pertectly 
free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United 


Sec. 18 


States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to revive or put in force any law or regulation 
which may have existed priortothe act of 6th Mareh, 1820, 
either protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing 


slavery,”’ be, and the 


that any pers 


same is hereby, repealed, provided 
yn or persons lawfully held to service within 
either of the Territories named in said act shall be discharged 
from such service, if they shall not be removed and kept 
out of said Territories within twelve months from the pas- 
sage of this act. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
ne affirmative—yeas 109, nays 102; as follows: 


EAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
pense Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick 

, Dodd, Dunn, Durtee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 


ton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mill- 
ward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purvianece, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Stran- 


ahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Wade, Wakeman, 
Washburne 


Thurston, 
Walbridze, Waldron, 
. Elihu B. Washburne, 


Todd, Trafton, 
Cadwalader C. 
Israel Washburn, Wat- 


son, Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth 
— 109. 

NAYS—Mesers. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley 8S. Bennett, Boe a Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Day, Den- 

| ver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulk- 


We have had no remonstrances 
| against its admission, but very many in favor of it. 


| Ready, 


| Savage, 


that the bill be re- | 


ua 


ner, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kid- 
well, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 

Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, MeQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Paine, Peck, Phelps, Perter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, 
Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Ruse, Sandidge, 

Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 

William R. Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Ste wart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Williams, Daniel B. W right, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—102. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Smith, 
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Pen ne tl above call, 
Mr. HERBERT stated that, if entitled to a 
vote, he would vote in the negative. 


Mr. DAVIDSON said: Mr. Speaker, I stated 
this morning that | had paire -d off with Mr. Nor- 
con. Mr. Wasuburne,of Illinois, has paired off 
with his collea Mr. Harris; and as he is ex- 
ceedingly anxious to vote on the pending propo- 

we have entered into an arrangement by 
which, for to-day, Mr. Harris is paired off with 
Mr. Norton. [ vote ** No.” 


Mr. STEPHENS. I am opposed to the in- 
structions as amended, and if there be no objec- 
tion I will withdraw my proposition. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. 

Mr. Stepnens’s amendment to instruct the 
committee to strike out all after the enacting 
clause of the original bill, and to insert the fol- 
lowing, as amended, was then read: 

Be it enacted ty the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 

the purpose of making an enumeration of the inhabit- 
aa and an apportionment, and an election of members of 
a convention to form a State 
hereinafter provided, five competent persons shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to be commissioners tor the purpose of car- 
rying into effect the provisions of this bill, who, before en- 


rie 


siLIONS, 


constitution for Kansas, as | 


tering upon the duties of their office, shall respectively take | 


and subseribe an vath or affirmation that he willsupport the 
Constitution of the United States, and faithfully and impar 
tially exercise and discharge the duties enjoined on him by 
this act according to the best of his skill and judgment; 
which oath or affirmation shall be administered to them sev- 
erally, 
sioner of a court of the United States, and filed and recorded 
in the office of the Secretary of the Territory of Kansas. 

Sec. 2. and beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of said commissioners, under such regulations as the See 
retary of the Interior may prescribe, to cause to be made a 
full and faithful enumeration of the inhabitants resident in 
each county in said Territory (Indians not recognized by 
the laws of said ‘Territory as citizens excepted) on the day 
of the passage of this act, and make 
the month of August next, or as soon thereafter as practi 
cable, one of which returns shall be made to the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, one to the secretary of the 
‘Territory of Kansas, and which shail also exhibitthe names 
of all white male citizens over twenty-one years old, (in- 
cluding Indians admitted to citizenship by existing laws,) 
and the numbers of all the inhabitants (except as before 
excepted) and resident as aforesaid, classed in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by the regulations of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Interior, immediately after the 
passage of this act, to prescribe regulations and torms to be 
observed in making the enumeration aforesaid, and to fur 
nish the same with all necessary printed blanks to each of 
the commissioners as soon as may be after their appoint 
ment; and the commissioners shall meet without delay at 


and be duly certified by a judge, clerk, or commis- | 


returns thereof during | 


the seat of government of Kansas Territory, and proceed | 


to the discharge of the duties herein imposed upon them, 
and appoint, if necessary, 
them in taking the 
must also be 
to discharge 

St { 4 


enumeration herein provided tor, who 
duly sworn faithtully, impartially, and truly, 


And be it further enacted, That said board shall 
have power to appoint a secretary, and shall meetat the seat 
of government of said Territory on the first Monday in Sep- 
tember next, and shall proceed to the inspection of said 
returns of the enumeration of the inhabitants, 
finally determine, and correct, according to the faets, with- 
out unreasonable delay, under proper regulations to be made 
by themselves, for the ascertainment of disputed facts con 
eerming said enumeration, all questious concerning the 
omission of any person 


the duties assigned them by the commissioners. | 


hear, and | 


from said census returns, or the | 


proper persons to aid and assist | 


proper insertion of any name on said returns, and any | 


other question affecting the integrity or fidelity of said re- 


turns, and the decision of a majority of whom shall be final 


and con 
said commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of all business. The secretary shall keepa journal 
ot the proceedings of. said board, and transmit copies 
thereof, trom time to time, to the Secretary of the Interior, 
and when said commissioners shall have completed the 
business of their appointment, the books and papers of the 
board shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of the 
Territory, and there kept as reeords of his office. 

Sec. 5. ind be it further enacted, That said board of 
commissioners shall, within thirty days after the first Mon 
day in Sepiember next, proceed {o make an apportionment 
of members for a convention, among the different counties 
in said ‘Territory, in the following manner: The whole 
number of white male citizens above twenty-one years of 
age, including Indians aforesaid, herein authorized to be 
enumerated, shall be divided by fifty-two, and the product 
ofsuch division, rejecting any fraction of a unit, shall be 
the ratio or rule of apportionment of members among the 
several counties ; and if any county shall not have a popu 
lation, thus ascertained, equal to the ratio, it shall be 
attached to some adjoiming county, and thus form a repre- 
sentative district, the number of said citizens in each 
county shall then be divided by the ratio, and the product 
shall be the number of Representatives apportioned to such 
county: Provided, That the loss in the number of mem 
bers caused by the fractions remaining in the several coun- 
ties, 
compensated by assigning to so many counties as have the 
largest fractions an additional member for its fraction, as 


lusive upon all said questions, and a majority of 


im the division of the population thereof, shall be | 


may be necessary to make the whole number of Represent- | 


alives fhilly-two. 
Sec. 6. dnd be it further enacted, That the secretary ef 


| be made as aforesaid, 


| the said election and the 


said Territory, immediately after the apportionment of the | 
members of said convention, When completed, shall cause 
a sufficient number of copies thereof aud of the returns of 
the census to be published and distributed among the in- 
habitants of the several counties, and shall transmit one 
copy of said apportionment and census, duly certified by 
him under the seal of his office, tc each clerk of a court gt 
record within the Territory, who shall file the same, and 
make and certify copies thereof whenever required. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That an election shall 
be held for members of a convention to form a constitution 
for the State of Kansas, according to the apportionment tu 
on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, 1856, to be held at such places, and 
to be conducted in such manner, bots as to persons who 
shall superintend such elections and the returns thereof as 
the board of commissioners shall appoint and direct, except 
in cases by this act otherwise provided 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the board of 
commnissioners shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 
to make all needful rules and reguiations for the conduct of 
returns thereof. They shall ap- 


| anes three suitable persons to be judges of the election at 


ach place of voting, and prescribe the mode of supplying 


| vac a . They shall cause copies of rules and regula- 
tions ith a notice of 








| dollars, and imprisonment not exce 


the places of holding elections and 
the names of judges, to be published and distributed in every 
election district or precinct ten days before the day of elec- 
tion, and shall transmit a copy thereof! to the clerk of each 
court of record, and one copy to each judge of election. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enact That the judges of 
election shall each, before entering upon the discharge of 
his duties, make oath or affirmation that he will faithfully 
amd impartially discharge the dutics of judge of the election 
according to law, which oath may be administered by any 
otlicer authorized by law to administer oaths. The 
of election shall be appointed by the judges, and shall take 
the like oath or aflirmation, to be administered by one of the 
judges, or by any of the officers aforesaid. Duplicate returns 
of election shall be made and certified by the judges and 
clerks, one of which shail be deposited in the office of the 
clerk of the tribunal transacting county business for the 
county in which the election is held, and the other shall be 
transinitted to the board of Commissioners, Whose duty it 
shall be to decide, under proper regulations to be made by 
themselves, who are entitled to certificates of clection, and 
to issue such certificates accordingly to persons who, upon 
examination of the returns, shall 
the bighest number of legal votes in each county: 
vided, In case of tie, said commissioners shall order 
election in like manner as herein provided. 
pletion of these duties said commission shall cease and 
determine. 

Sec 10. And be it further enacted, Thatevery white male 
citizen of the United Strtes, (including Indians of like de- 
scription qualified by existing laws to vote,) over twenty- 
one years old, who may be a bona fide inhabitant of said 
Territory at the passage of this act, and whoshall have re- 
sided three months next before said election in the county 
in which he offers to vote, and no other persons whatever, 
shall be entitled to vote at said election, and all persons 
qualified as voters may be elected delegates to said conven- 
tion, and no others. - 

Sec. LL. 4nd be it further enacted, That if any person by 
menaces, threats, or force, or by any other unlawful means, 
shall directly or indirectly attempt to influence any quali- 


anew 


fied voter in giving his vote, or deter him from giving the | 


same, or disturb or hinder him in the free exercise of his 
right of suffrage,at the election provided for by this act, the 
person so offending shall be adjudged guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred 
doliars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or by 
both, at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That any person not 
being a qualified voter according to the provisions of this 
act, who shall vote at the election herein provided for, 
knowing that he is not entitled to vote, and any person who 
shall, at the same election, vote more than once, whether 
at the same or different places, shal! be adjudged guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and punished by fine not exceeding two 
hundred and fifty dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
six months, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That any person what- 
soever who may be charged with the holding of the election 


| herein authorized to be held, who shall willfully and know- 


ingly commit any fraud or irregularity whatever, with the 
intent to hinder, or prevent, or defeat a fair expression of 
the popular will in said election, shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and punished by fine not exceeding one thousand 
eding two years, or both, 
at the discretion of the court. 
Sec. 14, .4nd beit further enacted 
elected shall assemble in convention at the capitol of said 
Territory, on the first Monday in December next, and form 
a constitution and State Government, preparatory to their 
admission into the Union on an equal 
Original States in all respects whatever, 
the State of Kansas, 
Beginning on the western boundary of the State of Mis- 


. That the delegates thus 


| souri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude 
| crosses the same, then west on said parallel to the one hun- 


dred and third meridian of longitude, then north on said 
meridian to the fortieth parallel of latitude, then east on 
said parallel of latitude to the western boundary of the 
State of Missouri, then southward with said boundary to 
the beginning. 

Sec. 15. and be it further enacted, That commissioners 
shall receive, as their compensation, ten dollars per day 
during their attendance on the business of said commission, 
beginning on the day they depart from home on the busi- 
ness of said commission, and their actual expenses, and 
said secretary of the board eight dollars per day, computed 
in like manner, and his expenses. 

Sec. 16. nd be it further enacted, That no person de- 
meaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner shall 
ever be molested on account of his mode of worship or 
religious gentiments in said Territory ; that the inhabitants 
of said Territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of 
the writ of habeass corpu, of trial by jury, of a proportionate 


clerks | 


appear to have received | 
Pro- | 


Upon the com- } 
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footing with the | 
by the name of 
with the following boundaries, to wit: | 


anes 


| sent of the United States, 





| and the same is hereby, repealed : 





June 30, 


representation 0 of rthe people in the Le sgislature, and of ju 
cial proceedings according to the course of Commoy 
All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital off 
where the proof shall be evident or the presumption g gre 
All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusyal p 
ishments shall be inflicted. No person shall be deny, 
of his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment oy). 
peers or the | aw of the land; and should the public exie 
cies make it necessary, for the common preservation. », 
take any person’s property, or demand his particular <, 
vices, full compensation shall be made for the same. A 
in the just preservation of rights and property, it is ung, 
stood and declared that no law ought ever to be made or | 
in force in said Territory, that shi all in any manner inte; 
fere with or affect private contracts or engagements ho»,,, 
fide and without fraud previously proved. And the peop) 
of said Territory shall be entitled to the right to keep a) 
bear arms, to the libe arty of speec h and the press, as defi, 
in the Constitution of the United States, and all other rights 
of person or property thereby declared and as thereby ¢e. 
fined. 


Sec. 


W 


j 
1 
i 


. And be it further enacted, That the followi; 
sisamnalaa be. and the same are hereby, offered to the sa 
convention of the people of Kansas, when formed, for the; 
free acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the eon 
vention and ratified by the people at the election for the 


’ 
{ 
1 
r 


| adoption of the constitution, shall be obligatory on the Uniteg 


States and upon the said State of Kansas, to wit: 

First, That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six jy 
every township of public lands in said State, and where 
either of said sections or any part thereof has been sold or 
otherwise been disposed of, other lands, equivalent thereto 
and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted in said Stay 
for the use of schools. 

Second, That seventy-two sections of land shall be set 

apart and reserved for the use and support of a State unj 
versity, to be selected by the Governor of said State, su! 
ject to the approval of the Commissioner of the Genera! 
Cink Office, and to be appropriated and applied in such 
manner as the Legislature of said State may prescribe for 
the purpose aforesaid, but for no other purpose. 

Third, That ten entire sections of land, to be selected by 
the Governor of the State, in legal subdivisions, shal} be 
granted to said State for the purpose of completing the pul 
lic buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat of Goy 
ernment, under the direction of the Legislature thereof. 

Fourth, That all salt springs within said State, not ex 
ceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land adjoin 
ing, Or as contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted to 
said State for its use ; the same to be selected by the Goy 
ernor thereof within one year after the admission of said 
State, and, when so selected, to be used or disposed of on 
such terms, conditions, and regulations as the Legislature 
shail direct: Provided, That nosalt spring or land, the right 
whereof is now vested in any individual or individuals, or 
which may be hereafter confirmed or adjudged to any indi 
vidual or individuals, shall by this article be granted to said 
State. 

Fifth, That five percent. of the net proceeds of sales of 
all public lands lying within said State, which shall be sold 
by Congress after the admission of said State into the Union, 
after deducting all the expenses incident to the same, shal! 
be paid to said State, for the purpose of inaking public roads 
and internal improvements, as the Legislature shall direct: 
Provided, The foregoing propositions herein offered are on 
the condition, that the said convention which shal! form the 
constitution of said State shall provide, by a clause in said 
constitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable without the con- 
that said State shall never inte: 
fere with the primary disposal of the soil within the same, 
by the United States, or with any regulations Congress may 
find necessary for securing the title in said soil to bona fide 
purchasers thereof, and that no tax shall be imposed on 
lands belonging to the United States, and that in no case 
shall non-resic »nt proprietors be taxed higber than residents. 

Sec. 18. dna ve it further enacted, That so much of the 
14th section and of the 32d section of the act passed at the 
first session of the Thirty-Third Congress, commonly called 
the Kansas and Nebraska act, as rez 1ds as follows : “ Exce pt 
the 8th section of the act preparatory to the admission of 
Missouri into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, which, 
being inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by 
Congress with slavery in the States and Territories, as rec 


| ognized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 


compromise measures, is hereby declared inoperative and 
void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate slavery into any State or Territory, or to exclude 
it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free 


| to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own 


yay, subject only to the Constitution of the United States; 


| Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
| to revive or putin force any law or regulation which may 


have existed prior to the act of 6th March, 1820, either pro- 
tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery,”’ be, 
Provided, That any person 
or persons lawfully held to service within either of the 
Territories named in said act shall be discharged from such 
service, if they shall not be removed and kept out of said 


| Territories within twelve months from the passage of this 


act. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
the yeas and nays upon ‘the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Tosave time I will with- 
draw my objection to the withdrawal by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia of the pending proposition. 

Mr. DUNN. And I renew the objection. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Is the ques- 
tion on the instructions merely, or on the motion 
to commit with-the instructions just read ? 

The SPEAKER. The first vote is on agree- 


ing to the instructions as amended. If that be 


negatived, then the vote will be on the naked mo- 
tion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 











State 


© set 


ture 
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Mir. JONES, of Tennessee. And if the in- | Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Hum- 
tinns be adonte at be uae the -o. | Phrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
ms | oe ed, and the House then r Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, 
Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Weodruff, and Woodworth—109. 


s to refer to the Committee of the Whole, we 

ruilty of an inconsistency; the first vote can- 
executed, as all will fall together. 

The SPEAKER. If after the adoption of the 
instructions the House refuse to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole, the instructions fall. 

Mr. SCOTT. If this vote does not carry, does 
the previous question cover the passage of the So the House refused to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. MOORE stated that he had paired off on 
this question with Mr. Boyce, or he should have 
voted in the negative. 

Mr. GROW. I now propose to withdraw the 

| motion to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
| Territories. It would be wasting time to take a 


The SPEAKER. The previous question ex- 
tends only to the engrossment and third reading 
of the bill. It does not operate on the final pas- 
save of the bill. : 

Mr. DUNN. If this amendment be adopted, 
and the bill be referred, and it is again brought 
into the House, will it not then be open to such 
amendments as any one may desire to offer? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question will || vote on it. 
have been exhausted by the reference of the bill. Mr. CLINGMAN. 

The question was taken on the instructions The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 
proposed by Mr. Srepnens, as amended; and | withdrawn by unanimous consent. 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 2, nays 210, || Mr. BARCLAY. [rise toa privileged ques- 
as follows: tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House refused to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr.GROW. I move to lay that motion upon 


l object. 


VYEAS—Messrs. Dunn and Harrison—2. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, 
Barbour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henrv Bennett, Hend- 


joy S. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
liss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, the table. = 
Brooks, Broom, Bufiinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Cadwal- Mr. W ALKER. On that I demand the yeas 
ader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. and navs. 
( unapby i, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clarke, Ezra The YVeas and navs were ordered. 
Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. + reve 0 ri } 
W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Craige, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 


Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, ‘Timothy 
Davis, Day. Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, 
Emre, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, 
Foster, Thomas JD. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert 
B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keiit, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Lindley, 
f.umpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, Me 
Mullin, MeQueen, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Parker, Pearce, Peck, 


bill upon the table. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jonrs’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 106, 
nays 107; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
| Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, 
| Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 

Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil 

liamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 
| Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Dann, Edmundson, Elliott, 

English, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, 

Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, 
Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, || J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Herbert, 
Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, || Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, || Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, 
Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, || Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Wilham Marshall, S. 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, 
Sinith, Witham R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Ste Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecat Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
phens, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Taibott, Tappan, || Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, 
Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Trippe, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- || Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
dron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu || liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, | Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wat- 
Welch, Wheeler, Whimey, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, || kins, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Daniel B. Wright, 
Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli- || John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—106. 
coffer—210. NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 


Mr. MEACHAM stated that Mr. Cuarree || Clawson, Coliax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
At [EACHAM stated thi , | Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- 


had been taken suddenly and seriously ill, and || <6)" nodd. Durfee, Edie. Edwards, Emriec, Flagler, Gallo 
had paired off with Mr. Reape. : | way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
The question recurred on Mr. Dunn’s motion Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 


that the bill be referred to the Committee of the || B- Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Whol n the state of the Union Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, Mc- 
ole o » state 2 U " 


- . Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, 
Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays. | Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
The question was taken; and it was decided in || Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sher- 

‘ . ate , ae 
the negative—yeas 101, nays 109; as follows: 


| man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdalc, Bell, Hendley 


Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cdawalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B, 
8S. Bennett, Bocock, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwal- 
ader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling- 


Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, 


| Woodrulil, and Woodworth—107. 
Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, 
Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, | | 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, || ive inutes.) 
Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, || HV Minutes, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, adjourn. : 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. || ‘The question was taken; and the House refused 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Mc- || «5 adjourn. 


Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, . ' ithe 

Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, ‘ The question recurred upon Mr. Grow’s mo- 
Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, || tion to lay upon the table the motion to reconsider 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. || the vote by which the House refused to refer the 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, mah bale Robe om bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, rer, Watkins 2 -': ; 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Daniel B. Wright, John V. of the Union, on which the yeas and nays had 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—101. been ordered. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 102; as follows: 


clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Rishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 

YEAS—Meessrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham. Bishop, Bliss, 


James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, 

Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 

Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, || Bradshaw, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, 
€ Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 

| Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tim- 


Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flag- 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 


lask for the yeas and 


So the instructions as amended were rejected. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. BRANCH, (at three o’clock and twenty- 
I move that the House do now 


ler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas k. Horton, 


Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, ‘' Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, || 
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Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hickman, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, 
Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan. Morrill, Marray, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington. Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle,Purviance, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihau B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wood, Woodruff, 
and Woodworth—106. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Denver, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Goode, Green- 
wood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, 
Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MceMul- 
lin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Paine, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbot, Taylor, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—102. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BRENTON asked leave to vote. 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman within 
the bar when his name was called ? 

Mr. BRENTON. I got within the bar just as 
the next name but one to mine was called. [Cries 
of ** Too late Kt 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Indiana to say that he was 
within the bar when the next name to his was 
called? [Cries of ** No! no!’’ and ‘* The next 
but one !’] 

Mr. BRENTON. I came inat the dooras Mr. 
Brooks’s name was called, and just as I stepped 
within the bar the Clerk called the name of Mr 
Broom. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s statement 
does not entitle him to vote, within the practice 
of the House, the name of Mr. Broom being the 
second after the name of the gentleman from In- 
diana. 

Mr. GROW. I propose now, with the con- 
sent of the House, to withdraw my motion to 
recommit the bill to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 

Mr. WALKER. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I presume it is in 
order now to move to lay the whole subject upon 
the table. 

The SPEAKER. That proposition has been 
negatived by a vote of the House. 

Mr. SMITH. There has been action since. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not been 
changed in its character. 

Mr. SMITH. Then I move to postpone the 
whole subject indefinitely. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
pending the order for the previous queftion. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. EDIE. If the House adjourns now, will 
this be the first business in order to-morrow ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Is there any objection to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania withdrawing 
his motion to recommit the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Objection was made on the 
right of the Chair. 

Mr. STEPHENS. | trust that that objection 
will be withdrawn, and that we shall take a direct 
vote on the passage of the bill this evening. 

Mr. WALKER. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We have been 
here about four hours, and this is an exceedingly 
warm and sultry day, and particularly so in this 
Hall. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
will be permitted to withdraw the motion to re- 
commit, and that we shall adjourn, as this will 
come up as the first business to-morrow morn- 
ing. (Cries of ** No!’ * No!’’) 

Mr. TRIPPE. I must object to the withdrawal 
of the motion to recommit. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grow’s 
motion to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
Territories; and it was disagreed to. 
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The question recurred upon ordering the bill to | 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER (at three o’clock and fifty 
minutes) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time; on which the 
reas and nays had been ordered. 

Mr.McMULLIN. Iappeal to the gentleman 
who called for the yeas and nays to withdraw 
that call, and let us take the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I understand it to be 
the general desire of the House to take the yeas 
and nays on the passage, instead of on the en- 
grossment, of the bill. I have no objection, that 
being the case, to withdraw the call. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the yeas and nays were 
ordered, 

Mr. LETCHER. 
ered ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the motion to reconsider is inorder. There 
are many precedents in the practice of the House 
sustaining that decision, 

Mr. JONES. If one fifth of those present vote 
against the reconsideration, then the yeas and 
nays are not reconsidered. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well; I should like to see 
the rule for that. 

Mr. JONES. I would refer my friend to the 
Constitution, and fo the rule of the House which 
says that every vote may be reconsidered; and 
that was certainly a vote, by which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. The only difference between 
that and every other vote is, that other votes re- 
quire a majority, and this requires only one fifth 
of those present. 

Mr. Lar SHER. I would like to see any rule 
which leads to any such conclusion as a majority 
may reconsider in one case, and one fifth of those 
present in the other. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair expresses the | 
opinion that the motion to reconsider the order 
for the yeas and nays may be decided by a ma- 
jority of votes, if there be a quorum; but that the 
question, on ordering the yeas and nays, will im- | 
mediately recur, when, if one fifth decide in favor 
of the yeas and nays, they will be ordered. There 
are several precedents in the House sustaining 
thet decision; and the Chair thinks it stands well 
on principle, inasmuch as every right will be | 
secured to members, under the Constitution, by 
the recurrence, immediately, of the question, 
‘** Shall the yeas and nays be ordered ?”’ 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I move to lay the | 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. | 
Jones] on the table. 

Mr. CARLILE. We have been in session, | 
Mr. Speaker, four hours. [Calls to order.] 1} 
rise for the purpose, not of defeating the wishes | 
of the majority in this House atall. [Renewed calls 
of ** Order.’’| I rise for the purpose of moving an 
adjournment; and on that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. Let us be cool when admitting | 
anew State. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN called for tellers on the mo- 


tion. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLiInGMAN, 
and Wasusvrn, of Maine, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 48, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred on Mr. A. K. Mar- 
SHALL’s motion to lay Mr. Jongs’s motion to | 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. MILLSON. Is the motion of the gentle- | 
man from Tennessee a motion to reconsider the 
desire of one fifth of the members present? 

The SPEAKER. It isto reconsider the order | 
of the House. ! 

Mr. MILLSON. I would ask to have read | 
the paragraph of the Constitution relating to that | 
sudyject, | 

The paragraph was read, as follows: 


“Bach House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings, |) 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such 


Can that vote be reconsid- 


parts as may, in their judgment, require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the members of either House on any ques- 
tion shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be en 
tered on the Journal.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. I was aware of that, but 
the point | want to get from the Chair is this: 
the Chair comes to the conclusion that it requires 
a majority to reconsider this vote, and the gentle- 
man who moves the reconsideration says it re- 
quires only one fifth. Now, I want to see the 
rule which decides that ‘it requires a majority, or 
one fifth, to do it. 

Mr.SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 
I want to inquire whether an appeal is taken from 
the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. MILLSON. I had risen to a privileged 
question. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to any debate unless 
an appeal be taken from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. MILLSON. I have risen with a view of 
testing this question, which I consider an impor- 
tant constitutional question, relating to the future 

practice of the House, for the purpose of appeal- 
ing from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES. 
56th rule, which relates to the motion to recon- 
sider. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

“When a motion has been once made and carried in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order tor any member 
of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof.”’ 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order, as 
the gentleman from Georgia objects. 

Mr. MILLSON. He objected unless there 
was an appeal. 

Mr. SEWARD. This question has been de- 
cided once this session. 

Mr. MILLSON. I only desire to say a word 
to the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I got out of a sick bed this 
morning to come up and vote on this bill, and I 
appeal to members of the House to let us come 
to a vote. I have already stayed here longer than 
I should have done. I desire to vote, and must 
object to any debate. 

The SPEAKER again stated the question. 


Then I ask the Clerk to read the | 


Mr. MILLSON. As this isa question of some | 


importance, it seems to me not proper that it 
should be decided without debate; and as no de- 


| bate is in order, and as I do not wish the decision 


of the House under the circumstances to be drawn 
into precedent, I withdraw my appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
lay on the table the motion to reconsider the vote 
ordering the yeas and nays upon the engross- 
ment of the bill, and being taken, it was decided 
in the negative. 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid upon 
the table. 

The question was then put; and the motion to 
eegaundled was agreed to—ayes 138, noes 15. 

The question recurred on ordering the yeas and 
nays; and being put, it was decided in the nega- 
tive, one fifth of the members present not voting 
therefor. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | 
| read athird time, and it was accordingly read the 
| third time. 


Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time,and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER, 
rrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. It has been read the third 
time by order of the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. But I want to know whether 
it has really been engrossed ? 

A Memeser. It has not. 

Mr. ORR, I submit that the objection of the 
gentleman from Virginia comes too late. The 
bill has been read a third time. The objection 
should have been taken before the third reading 
to have availed anything. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina states correctly. The objection comes 
too late. 

Mr. GROW moved the previous question upon 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


Has that bill 


been en- | 


| 
| 
| 
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Mr. CARLILE demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I move that the 
House now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question, ‘Shall the bill pass??? w 

l ’ 1 pass: was then 

taken; and decided in the negative—yeas 106 
nays 107; as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Bufiinton, Burlingame, J. H. Campbel|’ 
Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson’ 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tim? 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Doda 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gia. 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan 
Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor. 
ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pe}. 
ton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Purviance, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sim- 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, .Bilihu B. Wash. 


| burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 


ruff, and Woodworth—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Williamson R, 
W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawtord, Cullen, Davidson, Den- 
ver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Ether- 
idge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas 
J.D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, 
Hotfman, Heuston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 


| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwet, Lake, Letcher, 


Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, 
Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Daniel b. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—107. 
So the bill was rejected. 


Mr. PHELPS moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. GOODE. 1 move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was rejected, and move to lay 


| the motion to reconsider on the table. 


Several Memsers. You cannot do that pend- 
ing the motion to adjourn. 

The House ther. (at half past four o’clock) 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, July 1, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. BIGLER presented a memorial of Chris- 
tian Hansen, showing the importance of estab- 
lishing a regular line of mail steamers from New 
York to the north of Europe; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. YULEE presented a memorial of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City Council of St. 


| Augustine, Florida, praying for a donation to 


that city of certain Government lots and build- 
ings within its limits, for the purpose of erecting 
a seminary of learning; which was referred. to 


| the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
William F. Carrington, praying to be allowed 
the pay of a passed assistant surgeon in the 
Navy Rist the time he acted in that capacity, 
previous to his promotion; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a communication from 
Thomas J. Page, a commander in the Navy, 


addressed to the Committee on Naval Affairs, in 
| relation to the propriety of allowing additional 
| pay to the officers of the Navy recently engaged 


| 
| 
‘ 


| avenue; which was referre 
|| the District of Columbia. 


in an exploration and survey of the La Platte 
river and its tributaries; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BROWN presented a petition of residents 
and property-holders in the vicinity of Virginia 
avenue, in the city of Washington, praying for 
an appropriation for grading and improving that 
to the Committee on 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 

















mn 
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Af ‘airs, to whom was refe rred the memorial of 
derick Chatard, submitted a report, accompa- 
ed by a bill (S. No. 357) for the relief of Lieu- 
tenant Frederick Chatard, United States Navy; 
which was read a first time,and passed to a sec ond 
re ading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, st whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S R. No. 24) 
for the benefitof Susan Decatur, widow of C om- 

modore Stephen Decatur, late of the United States 
N: ivy, reported it with an amendment in the form 
of a substitute. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
memorial of J. R. Powell, reported a bill (S. No. 
358) for his relief; w hich was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
~harged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
HH: irriet O. Read, executrix of Lieutenant Colonel Fanning. 


MARTIAL LAW IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. CASS. A very grave occurrence has taken 
place on the extreme border of the Republic, on 
the shores of the Pacific, which, in my opinion, 
demands the interference of Congre SS, Or at any 
r’ ite a strict scrutiny into the circumstances. I 

arn from papers which I have received from 
there, and they are confirmed by reports in the 
public journals, that Governor Stevens, of the 
Territory of W ashington, has undertaken to pro- 
claim what he calls martial law there; and he has 
arrested the chief justice of the Territory while 
holding a district court of the United States, sitting 
on the bench. He has closed the court, and has 
sent the chief justice some distance off, under a 
military ruard, and there he retained him at the 
last accounts. 

[do not know whether the statement I have 
received be the fact or not, but it is stated that 
five persons who had been previously arrested, 
and who were released, or attempted to be re- 
leased, or rather whose 
examined by the district judge, which occasioned 
his arrest, were to be tried on the charge of trea- 
son within a few days. 

I have no desire to pre judge this matter at all. 


I am willing to wait for all the facts; but it should 


be recollected that an officer, whether civil 
military, stationed in the remote sections of this 
Republic, has no power to proclaim martial law. 
It is unknown to our Constitution and our insti- 
tutions. ‘There was a case—an extreme case, 
which was justified by his cotemporaries, and w il 
be justified by posterity, under circumstances on 
which the public has alre ‘; y pronounced judg- 
ment—the case of General Jackson, who, under 
extraordinary circumstances, in the presence of a 
powe rful British a rmy, W ho were on the point of 
seizing the city of New Orleans, suspended the 
ordinary execution of the law; but in doing that 
he threw himself on his country; and if his coun- 
try had not borne him out he would have been a 
ruined man. They did bear him out. But Ido 
not want an officer on the border of this Repub- 
lic, under ordinary circumstances, to follow the 
example of General Jackson, to proc laim martial 
law on every Indian incursion. It is not to be 
tolerated. There is no such provision in the Con- 
stitution. Congress cannot proclaim martial law. 
It can suspend, te mporarily , in case of invasion 
or rebe lion, hes right of habeas corpus; but in the 
mean time the other institutions of the country 
go on untouched. 
can do, Certainly,in the presence of an enemy 
extraordins ry transac tions may take plac e, as in 
the case of General Macomb, who burned the 
houses in Plattsburg, under which the enemy 
sheltered himself. He was right, and Congress 
took up his case, and paid for the houses. But 
these are extreme cases; and a man is justified 
vnly by the circumstances, and not because he 
has the power to do any suc h thing. Governor 
Stevens, however, assumes to have the power. 

[ repeat that I have no wish to prejudge this 
case; what I want is, that the facts connected 
with it shall come before the Senate. 1 submit 
the following resolution; and as it is merely one 
of inquiry I presume there will be no objection 
to its immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to transmit to the Senate copies of the letters, and | 


of any other papers which may have been received at 


either of the Executive Departments, relating to the procla- | 


cases were intended to be | 


That is al] that even Congress | 
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mation of martial law in the Territory « of cw ealifenton by 
Governor Stevens, and also relating to the arrest of a judge 
of the said Territory while holding a district court of the 
United States, and his retention by a military guard, and 


relating to any other proceedings under the said proclama 
tion. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It seems to me 
this is an inquiry that ought to be made by the 
House of Representatives. I do not know what 

view the Senator from Michigan may have in 
relation to such an inquiry; but if that authority 
has been assumed in Washington Territory by 
the Governor of that Territory » no matter what 
pretext he may have, it is an assumption of 
power which ought to be inquired into in a con- 
stitutional form. Sir, an example should be made 
of a Governor of one of our Territories, whether 
near or at aremote distance, who assumes such 
authority as that. Any inquiry we may make 
must be in reference to proceedings in relation 
to it. This is not the jurisdiction for that. We 
may be the judges. It is a case in which we 
ought to sit in judgment, if there be any founda- 
tion for the statement which has been made. As 
the Senator has said, | would not be willing to 
prejudge case now on any statement that may 
be made; but permit me to say that I do not see 
what we have to do with the report when it shall 

come in, in response to this resolution, if the 
President does not choose to exercise hrs author- 
ity of removal. 

But, sir, there is another remedy, and this is a 
case which ought to be proceeded with in accord- 
ance with the forms of the Constitution. Itisa 
very high assumption of authority fora Governor 
on that distant border to proclaim martial law. 
We cannot even reach that country in less than 
two months by a messenger, and, therefore, the 
evil cannot be at once arrested; but it is time the 
Government should take steps to deter such 
assumptions or abuse of authority i in that or any 
other Te srritory in the future. I make this sug- 
gestion to the honorable Senator from Michigan. 
He may have thought the same thing himself, 
but it seems to me that the inquiry ought to be 
made by another body. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee object to the consideration 
of the resolution? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. No, sir. 

Mr. CASS. The answer to the Senator from 
Tennessee js very ready, and I think it will be 
palpable to the honorable Senator. I wonder a 
little that it escaped him, for he is certainly ob- 
serving on these points. I take it, if there is a 
gross infraction of law anywhere, either House 
has the right to inquire into it; the House of Rep- 
resentatives fora double purpose 9 if the y< ‘-hoose; 
and the Senate for a single one. The Senate for 
the purpose of providing any legislation that the 
circumstances may require t ) prevent such griev- 
ance, and to ascertain whether our Jegislation is 
sufficient; the othe r House for a double purpose— 
to do the sam » thing, and likewise to impeach 
the offender if they think proper. Now, sir, no 
grievance, no pi lpab le violation of law can take 
place under this Government which it is not per- 
fectly competent for this body to inquire into, to 
ascertain what has been the execution of their 
own laws, with a view to introduce all such legis- 
lative amendments on the subject as the circum- 
stances may prove to re quire. 
that l introduce the esolution. 
sary to legislate on the subject. Ido not know 
that itis. In the meantime, if the House choose 
to go on, and if they think the circumstances 
jusufy the min going on with it, they may do. so. 
My own impression is—I have no authority for 


‘Itis for that reason 
it may ber 


neces- 


speaking it—that tlfe action of the Executive will | 


render the action of the House unnecessary. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 meant merely to 
throw out, for the consideration of the honorable 
Senator and the Senate, the views which I have 
expresse od of such an abuse of the powers of the 
Governor of one of our Territories. It is a ques- 
tion to which the attention of the public may 
properly be called. I shall not object to the con- 
sideration of the resolution. The information 
can be laid before us; but certainly this body can- 
not take the proper and effectual steps to prevent 
for the future such assumptions of authority. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Many things that partake 
somewhat of this character have been coming up 


| for some time—not exactly like this, but having | 


a tendency in this direction. If we look back to 
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the precede nts and antecedents of various parties 
of this country, this will be apparent. I rise 
mere ly to express the hope —as I believe this res- 


olution will pass at onee—that nothing will pre- 
ventthe Senator from Michigan from prosecuting 
this matter to a full understanding and final de- 
termination, for it is going too far. 

I think I have heard intimations indorsing all 
that has been done by the Governor of Washing- 
ton Territory. I do not know that | heard them 
distine tly; but if there is any one here who in- 
dorses everything he has done, as his acts are 
now understood here, « 


yf course it ous rht to be 
know n. 


a seri- 
brought to the 
; and if such a policy has 
bee n pursue d by the Governo Fe the circumstances 


7 } . + } . 
Che declaration of martial law is always 
ous matter. The subject has been 


he 
attention of the Senate 


under which it has been ate ought certainly to 
be distinctly understood. The military is a very 
high power in this Government; it has been a 
high power in the history of every republican 
government that has ever existed. It has been 
the power from which every republican govern- 
ment that ever existed has perishe d, as we learn 
from the history of the past. At no day, from 
the commencement of this Government to the 
present time, since the army of the Revolution 
were disposed to confer a crown on Washington, 
has it ever shown so strong a disposition to 
assume to itself the control of the Government 
as it seems to me it has exhibited within the last 
few years. ‘Though the Army has not declared 
martial law in this case, the authority which did 
declare it is connected with the authority of the 
commander-in-chief in that Territory. I hope it 
will be called to account; and that the terms and 
conditions, and considerations on which it has 
been done will be distinctly understood by the 
Senate, so that, if it be proper to be done here- 
after, it may be sanctioned at once; or, if not, be 
censured in such a way as the Senate may think 
proper. 

The resolution was adopted. 

MASSACRE OF LIEUTENANT GRATTAN. 

Mr. CASS. I have another resolution which 
I wish to submit to the Senate, and to which I 
suppose there will be no objection. It is offered 
at the request of Lieutenant Colonel Hoffman, 
who considers himself somewhat injured by a 
report submitted by the Adjutant General. Tn 
order that his conduct mé ay not be misunderstood, 
he desires his corre sponde nee with that officer to 
be published. Of course 1 would not take such 
a measure without advising with the proper 
authorities. I am authorized to say that the War 
Department has no objection to this proposition. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
transmit to the Senate a copy of the correspondence be 
tween the Adjutant General and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 
Hoffman, respecting the massacre of Lieutenant Grattan 
and his command by the Indians. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I am prepared now to 
submit the minority report from the Committee 
on Territories, in relation to the Territory of 
Kansas, which I was yesterday allowed until this 
morning to present. I, of course, have had but 
a very short time In which to prepare it. 

The honorable Senator then proceeded to read 
it from the Secretary’s desk. 

Mr. WADE. I move that the minority report 
be ee and that the same number of extra 
copies of it be printed as of thes lajority report, 
of which, I believe, ten thousand were ordered. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That motion should goto the 
Committee on Printing 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first 
question igs on printing o the minority re port just 
made. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Ohio now moves that ten thousand extra 
copies of the minority report be printed. 

Mr. WADE. I believe that is the number of 
the majority report which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I take it for granted the 
Committee on Printing will be willing to report 
| now, in compliance with the rules, for the pub- 
lication of the same number of the minority as 
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: , 
of the majority report, and Jet the order be made || 


at once. 
Mr. BIGLER. No order was made for the | 
rinting of the majority report. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 
Mr. MASON. I object; the motion had better 
ro to the Committee on Printing. I do not know 
that I shall object ultimately; but, unless Iam 
incorrectly informed, there is no such thing 
known to parliamentary law as a minority report. 
The report is the action of the majority of the 
committee; and wherever there are cases in the 


judgment of a minority to present the views of | 
that minority, it is permitted, as [ understand, | 
of the deliberative body, to re- || 


by the courtes 
ceive them and have them wey or make any 
other disposition of them; but it does not follow, 


as a matter of course, that the views of a minor- | 


ity shall be diffused as the views of a majority 


would be—that majority being supposed to con- | 


cur in views with the majority of the Senate. I 


assign that only as a reason why I object to the | 
consideration of the motion, and desire it to go | 


to the Committee on Printing. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will go to the Committee on Printing as a matter 


of course. | 


|| bill (H. R. No. 13) which was debated some two | 
|| or three weeks since, and on which the honorable 


Mr. JOHNSON. Parliamentary law, it seems 
to me, as far as custom has developed it, extends 
the same courtesy to the minority as to the ma- | 
jority. This seems to be but fair; and it always | 
has been the usage here, as far as 1 have per- 
ceived. [am now authorized by the Committee 
on Printing, who are always desirous to discharge | 
their duties as promptly as may be possible, to | 
report at once in favor of printing the same num- 
ber of the minority report as they reported in 
favor of printing the majority report. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, I ask that the proposi- 


tion to print extra numbers of the majority report | 


be taken up, so that we may pass both at once. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Task that the report of the 


committee made yesterday, and the one made | 


to-day, in favor of printing ten thousand extra 
copies of both reports, may be taken up and 
disposed of. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is, on agreeing to the report of the Com- | 
mittee on Printing to print ten thousand extra 


copies of the majority and minority reports of | 


the Committee on Territories. | 
The report was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


1} 


Mr. HUNTER. The Indian appropriation bill | 
was made the special order for half past twelve 
o'clock to-day, in order to accommodate the Sen- | 
ator from California, who had some amendments 
to offer. I believe he is not ready with them. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senate was compelled | 
to adjourn yesterday for want of a quorum, and 
the bill under consideration then will be the first 
business in order, | suppose. 

Mr. HUNTER. Special orders take prece- 
dence under the rules. 

The PRESI DENT protem ore. Before the hour 
of one o’clock the unfinished business of the pre- 
ceding day is the first orderoftheday. The un- 
finished business of yesterday is the bill referred | 
to by the gentleman from California. | 

Mr. HUNTER. My purpose was to post- 
pone the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to that. 

‘The motion to take up the Indian appropriation | 
bill wasagreed to; and on motion of Ate. LTUNTER | 
it was postponed to, and made the special order 
for, Thursd 





RESCUE OF THE STEAMER SOUTHERNER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The unfinished | 
business yesterday is the bill (S. No. 308) for | 
the relief of John H. Scranton and James M. | 
Hunt. The question is on ordering the bill to | 
be engrossed for a third reading; and on that | 
question the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS —Measrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, 
Beli of Tennessee, Biggs, Brodhead, Cass, Clay, Douglas 
Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of | 
fowu, Matiory, Pratt, Reid, Sebastian, Stuart, Thompson | 
of Kentucky, Toucey, Weller, and Yulee—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, 
Slidell, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—10. 





I ahiect. | 
J 


| No. 355) for the relief of John P. Baldwin, owner 
| of the Spanish brig Gil Blas, was read the sec- 


The motion |! 





ay, at one o’clock. i} 
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So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora | ence to the passage of a railroad through the 


third reading; it was read the third time, and | 
passed. 
JOHN P. BALDWIN. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the bill (S. | 


ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It is a direction to the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to allow to John P. Baldwin, or his assignee | 
or attorney in fact, the sum of $1,200 in full for 
the brig Gil Blas, her tackle, apparel, and appur- 
tenances, and all the materials and cargo on board 
her, wrecked on the Florida coast in the winter 
of 1835-’36, and burned and destroyed by the 
officers of the United States Navy in command on 


that coast, to prevent her falling into the hands |} 
of the Seminole Indians. \| 
The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was read the third time, and 
passed. 


ST. LOUIS AND IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. | 


Mr. GEYER. Iask the Senate to take up the 


Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iverson] has the 
floor. 1 understand he is not disposed to discuss 
it,and we can take a vote onitat once. Itisa bill 


| to grant the right of way to the St. Louis and 


Iron Mountain Railroad Company through the 
mublic grounds near St. Louis. The work has 
itis arrested for the want of action on that bill. | 
Mr. WELLER. I believe that bill gave rise 
to debate when it was up before. 
Mr. IVERSON. When this bill was under 
discussion before, it was postponed on my motion. 
I had the floor then, intending to discuss it; but 
on subsequent consideration I have come to the 
conclusion to interpose no difficulty in its way by 
discussion. I merely desire to have the yeas and 
nays called, in order that I may record my vote 
in the negative on the passage of the bill. I am 


| not disposed to interpose any further objection. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill CH. R. No 13) to grant the 
right of way to the St. Louis and Iron Mountain 
railroad through the arsenal, magazine, and Jef- 
ferson barracks tracts. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Like the Senator from 
Georgia, I wish simply to record my vote against 
the bill; I shall ask, therefore, that the question 
may be taken by yeas and nays on its passage. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Is there any report ac- 
companying this bill? If not, I should like to 
have the act read which it proposes to repeal. It | 
seems to me to be an important bill, and it con- 
tains a provision which | do not like 

Mr. WELLER. My friend from Pennsylvania 


will allow me to state that this bill comes from 





| the Committee on Military Affairs, and there is 


no written report. It turns out, however, that | 
when the bill was taken up in committee, it re- | 
ceived the sanction of a majority of those pres- 
ent—only five being present at the time. The 
committee is now equally divided in regard to it. | 
Mr. MASON. In the debate which took place 
on this bill a few days ago, I understood it to be 
said that the measure proposed in the bill to allow 
this railroad to pass through the public grounds 
at St Louis, was disapproved by the Secretary 
of War, and we have just been informed by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, | 
that the committee were equally divided on the | 
propriety of granting to this railroad company | 
the privilege which the bill proposes to grant. 1 | 
know nothing, of course, of the merits involved in | 
the bill, or of the arguments adduced by the Sec- | 
retary of War, on the one side, to oppose it, and | 
| 


on the other side by the railroad company to ask 
for it; but I do know that, from necessity, the 
eare and preservation of the public property and 
the public interests must be confided with the 
executive officers; and unless an overruling case 
is made out against the opinions and judgment 
of the executive officers, I should be exceedingly 
averse to granting the privilege proposed in this 
bill. Tam the more strongly impressed with this 
from having some personal knowledge of a like 
state of things existing in my own State in refer- 





public property at Harper’s Ferry. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I desire to ask tho 
gentleman from Virginia if he was here wh, n 
this question was discussed some time since ? 

Mr. MASON. I was present for a short time 
during the discussion. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The letter of the Soc. 
retary of War was then read, and the question 
fully discussed. 

Mr. MASON. I derived the information jn 
some way from the debate, that the Secretary of 


_ War was opposed to it. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
during the discussion. 

Mr. MASON. I do not remember whether | 
heard that; but I was going to say 

Mr. [VERSON. The Senator from Virginia 
will allow me to make an explanation to set him 
right. 

Mr. MASON. Certainly. 

Mr. IVERSON. I do not understand that the 
Secretary of War is opposed to granting the 


His letter was read 





| right of way through these public grounds. He 


assents to that. A bill has heretofore passed, 


authorizing the company to run through these 
| grounds. The contest between the company and 


the Secretary of War is on another point. The 


| Secretary of War requires, or desires to require, 


that they shall put up a stone wall between the 
public building and the railroad, so as to protect 
the public buildings from injury; whereas, the 
company assert that a plank fence will answer 
the same purpose, and relieve them from the very 
heavy expense of putting up a stone wall. They 
propose, therefore, to substitute a plank fence for 
the stone wall for the present, with the condition 
that if the Secretary of War hereafter shall find 
that the plank fence will not answer the purpose, 
he shall have the privilege and power of having 
it taken down and a stone wall erected at the ex- 
pense of the company. That is the only diffi- 
culty between the Secretary of War and the com- 


| pany, as I understand. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour for 
the consideration of the special order has arrived; 
and it must be taken up unless otherwise directed 
by the Senate, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
on this question. 


Messrs. GEYER and TOOMBS. Let us take 


I hope we shall take a vote 


| a vote, 


Mr. DOUGLAS. If the vote can be taken, I 


| hope it will be done by general consent at once. 


Mr. WELLER. I prefer that the vote shall 


| not be taken now. 


Mr. MASON. I shall ask that the letter of the 
Secretary of War be read. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It was read the other day. 
It has already been read twice. 

Mr. MASON. That may be; but 1 do not 
know that I had the good fortune to hear it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will require 
the vote of the Senate to postpone the special 


| order. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 move to continue the 
discussion of this bill, and for that purpose to 
ostpone the special order until it be disposed of. 
he bill has been up half a dozen times, and has 
nearly always been cut off by a special order in- 
tervening. It is a matter of no consequence what- 
ever to the Government; it is a matter of great 
importance to the people of Missouri and to the 
State of Missouri. 1 think there is a very large 
majority of the Senate decided on this subject. 
I believe that the objections thrown in the way 
of this company are such as the Senate ought not 
to sustain for a moment. ‘There appears to be 
some feeling growing up between the War Depart- 
ment and this company. The company ask for 
nothing but what is reasonable. I trust the Sen- 
ate will take the vote at once on this bill. It has 
been passed by the House, and has been before 
us four or five times already; and is not really 
worth the time we have wasted on it. I move to 
postpone the special orders until this question is 

disposed of. 
he PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


Senator name an hour? 


Will the 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Until this question is dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope that will not be done. 
I believe nobody wishes to discuss this bill. 1 
am willing to agree that we shall take the vote 











he 
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it by general consent, but I cannot yield to a | 


ral vague postponement in this way. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I willsay until two o’clock, 
low gentlemen to make speeches if they 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I trust the Senator will allow 


s subject to go on without any definite motion ; | 
an then get through with it much sooner 


by the postponement he suggests. 
fhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires 
mous consent to pursue the course suggested 
~ the Senator from Illinois. 
‘Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope it will be given. 
Mr. WELLER. I cannot consent. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the 
on must be taken on the motion of the 
~ yator from Louisiana, to postpone the special 
jor until two o’clock. 
Mr. MASON. 
that motion, 
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 17, nays 24; as follows: 


\¥ EAS—Messrs. Bell ot New Hampshire, Bell of Tennes- | 


. Benjamin, Collamer, Crittenden, Durkee, Foot, Foster, 


Geyer, Hale, Iverson, Johnson, Pratt, Toombs, Trumbull, | 


Wade, and Wilson—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 
rodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Jones of lowa, Mallory, Mason, Reid, 


sebastian, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, Wel- | 


jer, and Wright—24. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


is question now to continue informally, and take 
vote upon it. The Senator from California 


ected to giving unanimous consent, but I un- | 


stand it is merely proposed to read two letters, 
which will not occupy more than five minutes. 

Mr. ADAMS. This question will occupy the 
morning hour to-morrow, and we must conform 
to our rules. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
order is now before the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection myself 
to the vote being taken on the bill of the Senator 
from Missouri. I only desired to get time to send 
to the committee room to obtain a few letters. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate 
having decided against postponing the special 
order, it tis now under consideration. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


The special order was the bill (S. No. 356) 


yeste rday reported from the Committee on Ter- 
tories, to authorize the people of the Territory 
’ Kansas to form a constitution and State gov- 
ernment, preparatory to their admission into the 
Union on equal terms with the original Statgs. 
The bill was read the second time; and the Senate 


proces ded to consider it as in Committee of the 


Whole. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, and Mr. | 
BIGLER addressed the Senate at some length. | 


Their speeches will appear in the Appendix. 
Mr. WADE. 
has arrived, and I therefore move that the sub- 
ject be postponed to, and made the special order 
for to-morrow, and then that we adjourn. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope that if the Senator 


from Ohio is not ready to go on now, he will give | 


way to some others who are. We wish to get 


through with as many speeches as we can to-day, | 


so as to be able to take the vote without being 
crowded into the night, to-morrow. I understand 
the gentleman from New Hampshire wishes to 
make afew remarks, and | trust the gentleman 
from Ohio will give way to him. 

Mr. WADE. Very well. 

Mr. HALE. I had thought some time ago 
iat I would address the Senate somewhat at 
ugth in reply to the positions which were taken 


1) 
li 
by the honorable Senator from Georgia [Mr. 


Toomss] in regard to a doctrine which I broached | 


ina speech submitted by me to the Senate, and 


which he controverted; and also in reply to a se- | 


ries of interrogatories propounded to me by the 
Scnator from South Carolina, [Mr. Butver,} 
which I promised him to answer. Subsequent 
reflection, however, has satisfied me that not 


much good can possibly come of such a discus- || 
sion here; and as the Senator from South Caro- | 


lina is net present, and as | despair of convincing 
the Senator from Georgia, 1 will pretermit all 
that, and confine myself to a very few remarks 
which are pertinent to the question before the 
Senate, 


THE CONGRESSION 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


I hope the Senate willallow || 


The special 


The usual time of adjournment || 


|| I wish, in the first place, to say a word in 
| reply to the exces dingly rood-natured, brilliant, 
and humorous speech of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, | Mr. Tuompson.} The Senator 
was very pathetic in depicting the consequences 
that would result to the Union from such a see- 
tional demonstration as would be made by the 
|| selection of a President and Vice President both 
from one section of the country; and he thought 
the South could by no possibility submit to it. 
I suppose the South, particularly the Democracy 
| of the South, are magnanimous; they certainly 
have been in power long enough to learn that 
here, if they have not learned anything else; and 
they ought to be magnanimous enough to stand 
the very doctrine with which they sprang into 
being; for if history is not altogether at fault, 
|| when this newly organized form of Democracy 
(which has swayed the country ever since the 
accession of General Jackson in 1829, with one 
or two slight exceptions) first came into power, 
| they came into power by electing a President of 
the United States from the State of Tennessee, 
jand a Vice President from the State of South 
| Carolina. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. What I 
| said was not in reference to any historical fact of 
| that nature. The Senator has since told me of 
the instance to which he has just alluded, and I 
said to him that I would have it corrected in the 
report of my speech. 
Mr. HALE. It is no matter about the speech; 
|| [am speaking of the fact. When that took place 
there was no opposition in the North; there was 
| no talk about it; and indeed, the party in opposi- 
/ tion to Jackson, which was called the National 
tepublican party, did the same thing, though I 
believe they were not fortunate enough to succeed, 
for they nominated Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. Rush, of Pennsylvania. What do we 
see at this moment? We havea President of the 
United States from almost the extreme north— 
New Hampshire—and when this body looked 
about to choose a man to preside over the Senate, 





what did they do? They also took a man from 
the free States: so that we have at this moment, 
practically, the very state of things which the 
Senator from Kentucky thought would be so dis- 
astrous. 

Well, sir, what is the reason of this? The 
reason is because the country had confidence in 
you, or the country as represented here on this 
floor had confidence in you. The people will not 
elect Mr. Frémont and Mr. Dayton, unless they 
have confidence in them. If they have confidence 
in those gentlemen, and elect them, they will take 

| the Constitution for their chart, and I can venture 
to say, without claiming to be a prophet, they 

| will adhere to the Constitution quite as closely as 
the present Administration, aaa. as I think, will 
be quite as impartial. 


but to speak a very few words in reference to this 
bill, which has been introduced by the Senator 
from Georgia. 
the bill, as a whole, does great credit to the mag= 
nanimity, to the patriotism, and to the sense of 
justice of the honorable Senator who introduced 
it. It is a much fairer bill than I expected from 
that latitude. I say so because I am always 
| willing, and determined, when I have occasion to 
speak anything, to doample justice. | 
bill is almost unexceptionable; and if it could be 
put in the hands of agents who would carry it 
out faithfully, I think it would be less ex¢eption- 


and be Vice President in substance ard effect, | 


But, sir, I do not want to dwell on that subject, | 


I take this occasion to say, that | 
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point. 
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19 
as it is regarded by him who is supposed to be 
the author of it. This bill, I think, cuts that up 
root and branch, because it does not allow the 
people in Kansas to have any discretion there at 
all; it does not allow them to say who shal! vote, 
or what shall be t evidence of a man’s be ing 
entitled to vote; nor it does not allow them to sit 
and receive the votes, but ittakes the whole thing 
into the hands of Congress, where it appropriately 
belongs. It takes this little child called “ squatter 
sovereignty,”’ which has been an apprentice in 
the family but @ littl while, and has not seemed 
to answer the purposes for which it was intended, 
and turns it out, throws it away—— 

Mr. CASS. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to say a word, [Mr. Hare. Certainly,|—not 
on the point of squatter sovereignty, be cause that 
was born on the 4th of July, 1776, and has now 
got to be a potty old child: 

Mr. HALE. The mother was born then. 

Mr. CASS. WhatI wish to say is on another 
Perhaps I can satisfy the honorable Sen- 
ator as to some difficulties connected with this 
bill. After conversation with some gentlemen 
present, l feel authorized to say that the selection 
of commissioners under this bill by the Execu- 
tive will not be a local or party question. I feel 
myself at liberty to say that, if the commissioners 
are selected under the bill by the Executive, they 
will be selected impartially from the different 
shades of party in the country, and the best men 
that can be got. 

Mr. HALE. I know that is the feeling of the 
honorable Senator, and | have not the slightest 
doubt of his entire conviction of the perfect just- 
ness of the declaration which he makes; but the 
terms ‘* partial’? and ‘impartial’’ are compara- 
tive terms; and what the President of the United 
States might consider very impartial and upright 
and fair, might notlook so to everybody. How- 
ever, | confess that the suggestion of the honor- 
able Senator tends to obviate another of the diffi- 
culties that embarrass me as to my vote on the 
bill. 

There is another difficulty. I make these sug- 
gestions because [am not speaking now as a par- 
tisan, for I desire peace as much as anybody— 
peace for all parties. There is another thing 
which strikes me as being not exactly so fair 
practically as the bill purports to be; and that is 
the criterion by which the right of individuals 
in Kansas to vote, so far as their residence is 
concerned, is determined. The date of residence 
is fixed on the 4th of July. When | mentioned 
to the honorable Senator from Georgia an objec- 
tion which existed in my own mind, that several 
ot those who entertained the views with which I 
sympathize, those who desired to make Kansas 
a free State, had been unjustly driven out of the 
Territory by. iniquitous proceedings, he very 
frankly stated that he was perfectly willing to 
incorporate into his bill any amendments which 
should give to those parties who had been thus 
unjustly driven out of the Territory a fair chance 


| of going back and availing themselves of the 


advantages of this bill. ‘That is certainly very 
candid and magnanimous, and does something to 


|| obviate the difficulties which lay in my way in 


|| voting for the bill; but we must look at the state 


[ think the | 


|able than it now appears to be; but ypu will | 


perceive that it is committed to the presént Ad- 
ministration to carry it out; and the action of that 
| Administration in the affairs of Kansas, whatever 
else may be said of it, [ can say, and nobody 


| can deny it, has not been such as to inspire any | 


confidence in me. I have no confidence at all in 


them, and that is one of the objections to the bill. 


| and great gratification in this bill is, what seems 
| to me to be the repudiation of what—I speak very 
respectfully—1l have looked upon as one of the 
great humbugs of the day, and that is, the doc- 
trine of popular sovereignty. Ido not mean any 
| disrespect to anybody who feels sensitive on that 
subject; I speak rather of the construction that 


One feature that I hail with great satisfaction 
| 


has been put upon it by the strange hands into |, 
| which it has fallen, and not of the doctrine itself, |) 


of facts as they exist in Kansas, and that state 
of facts I can only give from the evidence which 
has come to me. 

I understand that a grand jury have acted under 
the charge of the chief justice of that Territory, 
who charged that there were two crimes which 
had been, or might have been, committed in 
Kansas—high treason and constructive treason— 
neither of which do | understand to be possible 
in this country. There is no such thing as high 
treason, and certainly nosuch thing as constructive 
treason, in this country. There is treason, ‘The 
framers of the Constitution, instructed by the 
bloody history of the country from which they 
came, and from which they derived their instivu- 
tions, and seeing the great abuses which had 
been practiced in England, determined that, so 
far as trials for treason had been productive of 
the vast wrongs of which they had been pro- 
ductive in the old country, they should cease, 
wrote, in plain characters, upon the page of the 
Constitution, what treason should be. They 
provided tnat ‘* treason against the United States 
shall consist only in levying war against them, 
or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid 
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and comfort.’’ ; - rm . . 
vapers, that the chief justice of the Territory of 
re has informed the grand jury there as- 
sembled, that the laws passed by the Legislature 


there, inasmuch as they were passed in pursu- 


ance of an act of Congres 3, were entitled to the 


same consideration as the laws of Congress, and 
in fact were the laws of Congress, and that if 
any persons had resisted those laws they were 
guilty of treason. He also charged that some 
other persons, having connection with this resist- 
remote, or knowing of the 
intention to resist those laws, and not having 
given notice of it, were guilty of constructive 
treason. I have not the charge before me. It 
was published, | think, in the National Intelli- 
gencer of this city some weeks since. 

[ learn that under that charge indictments have 
Seen found against various individuals. Under 
this charge also, which it strikes me is a reproach 
to the judicial learning of the day, and a reproach 
to that constitutional knowledge which, I think, 
every lawyer ought to have who is intrusted with 
such a place, that grand jury not only indicted 
for treason, but went further, and presented the 
hotel in the city of Lawrence as a nuisance, and 
the printing pri gses there also as nuisances. | 
understand further, that Federal officers, with 
Federal process in their pockets, with a large mob 


nonce, more or less 


to back them, proceeded, under this indictment of 


a grand jury,and nothing else, to level this hotel 
to the street and burn it, and to demolish the 
printing offices. ‘That was not dove by a mob 
gathered together without law, but, as | under- 
ihe facts—and l am indebted for them, as 
I suppose most of us must be for ail our facts in 
regard to Kansas, to the public prints—it was done 
by a man who was standing there in virtue of the 


stand 


authority of the commission of the United States, | 


undertaking to enforce the Federal laws there. 
Under such a charge, and such an administra- 
tion of it, men have fled from the Territory. 
The protection which they ought to have found 
under the law has utterly failed; and under such 
perversion they have been driven 
from their houses and their homes; their build- 
ines have been burnt; the cattle have been taken 
from the husbandman plowing in his field, and 


monstrous 


slaurhtered before his eyes, to teed the mob who | 


were destroying him. 

These are the facts as I understand. 
such astate of facts as this has been existent, and 
palpably existent, in Kansas, and the President 
of the United States has not said one word 
against it, or, at until after the hotel 
and printing presses were demolished; but, as I 
understand the case, the President of the United 
States being a particeps criminis in all these trans- 
actions—when these things have transpired so 
recenthy—when the visitation of the Federal Gov- 
ernment into this Territory has been with fire 
and sword—I think it is a little too soon, if you 
desire to have a fair expression of the men en- 
titled to vote there, to say that the rieht of 
voung shall be confined to those who may be 
there on the 4th of July, and be resident there 
three months before. 

It seems to me that the first duty of the Fed- 
eral Government—and I desire to speak this as 
candidly as [ can utter any sentiment on earth— 
is to restore peace, to restore order, to restore 
quiet, to make it safe for those who have homes 
there, and have abandoned them, under this law- 
less outbreak, to go back and resume the resi- 
dences from which they have been thus violently 
expelled, before you £0 to work to take a census. 

Again, sir, I learn from the public press—I 
think the information reached the city to-day or 
yesterday—that a party of some seventy-five 
emigrants, going from the State of Illinois, were 
met, in the first place, by a party outside of the 
‘Territory, and disarmed. | Their arms were taken 
from them; they gave them up, peaceably or 
forcibly, no matter which. The public press 
brings information that, after their arms were 
taken from them, they still proceeded to go into 
Kansas unarmed; but the yapers say they have 
actually been forbidden, ah prevented from going 


least, not 


When | 


into the ‘Territory, and kept outaltogether. I do | 


not know that this is true; but I have to speak on 
this subject, as most of us du, as I said before, 
from the reports which come to us through the 
public papers, 


Now, I learn, by the public || 
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facts, if gentlemen are serious (and I certainly do |! 


not wish to ‘ntimate that they are not, for [ be- 
lieve they are serious and sincere) in their pur- 
pose of procuring an honest expression of public 
opinion on this subject, I ask if it is not a little 
too soon to imaugurate measures for taking the 
sense of the people on this subject? : 

Besides, the principle upon which the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill was passed, and upon which you 
invited emigration from the free and slave States 
to go there, was that the people of the Territory 
should be ** perfectly free’’ to determine for them- 
selves the question whether they would have 
slavery there or not. The fact being admitted 
that every State has that liberty, and always had 


it, to determine whether it will admit slavery or | 


not, | suppose it was meant that there should be 
something emphatic in the degree of liberty which 
you accorded to them when you said they should 
be « perfectly free.”’ And yet, how has this 
pledge of perfect freedom been carried out to them 
practically ? 
the difference between those who think that more 
or less of the election precinets were invaded by 
citizens from outside the Territory. If I recollect 


1 will not go into the discussion of | 


the report made by the majority of the Commit- | 


tee on Territories in March last—though I have 
not read it for some time—I understand it to be 
admitted by that report, that unlawful irruptions 
were made as to seven of the eighteen election 
districts. It is contended—(and contended on 
evidence which, I am told, will soon be made 


public, and which will not ‘be controverted)—it | 
may have been a mistake of the reporter or the | 


printer who furnished the information—that, in- 
stead of seven, the number was seventeen dis- 
tricts. 1] understand that evidence is in the city 
that this irruption extended to seventeen districts. 
jut waiving that—leaving it out of view, let us 
take only the admitted fact, that in seven out of 
the eighteen electoral districts into which the 
Territory was divided, there were irruptions 
enough from outside the Territory to control the 
elections in those places. 
Now let me appeal to any Senator on this floor 
respecting any State North or South, free or slave; 


let me ask him how he would feel if a code of | 


laws should be imposed upon his State by a Legis- 
y g 


lature only eleven eighteenths, a little more than || 


one half, of whom represented the people for 
whom they made laws? I live in a border State. 
I live within about four miles of the boundary of 


| the State of Maine. How would a citizen of my 


county and State feel if, upon election day, an 


irruption should be made to a sufficient extent to | 
control the elections in nearly half the State, and | 
when the Legislature was in session, as it now is, | 


| laws should be made for them by individuals who 


by confession were not citizens of the State, and 


were not voted for as such ? 


| An irruption was made into Kansas. A Legis- | 
lature was elected there, and how did this Legis- 


ture redeem the pledge of perfect freedom ? They 
did itin this manner. ‘They enacted that 

“Tf any free person, by speaking or by writing, assert or 
maintain that persons have not the right to hold slaves in 
this Territory, or shall introduce into this Territory any 
book, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, containing 
any denial of the right of persons to hold staves in this Ter 
ritory, such persons shall be deemed guilty of felony, aad 


p inished by imprisonment at hard labor tor a term of not | 


’ 


less than two years.’ 


This is the way the pledge of perfect freedom 
was carried out. Setulers from both sections of the 


country were invited there, under the guarantee | 


of perfect freedom in determining the question, 
whether freedom or slavery should be the law of 
the Territory; and the inhabitant who came there 
from a free State, was told that if, in managing 


this discussion, he asserted that it was wrong to | 


hold slaves there, the answer to this suggestion 


should be imprisonment in the penitentiary for | 


not less than two years. This bill claims, as I 
understand it, the right of making laws for that 
Territory. It claims the right of abrogating the 
laws made there, and does abrogate this law, for 
so I understand the report, and so (if the honor- 
able gentleman from Georgia will allow me, and 
I believe I am not trespassing on any rights of 
private conversation) I understood him to say. 
Am I right? 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir. I say the declaration 


_contained in the bill would abrogate any law 
} || against the Constitution. 
Under these cireumstances, and in this state of || there is any such law there. 


I do not admit that 


| mistaken—to say, that a law which pro 


Mr. HALE. I misunderstood the Senator 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not admit that there i, 
any law there against the Constitution. This },) 
would abrogate such laws, if there were any re 

Mr. HALE. I understood the Senator fron 
Georgia, this morning—though, of course, | “ay 
i hibited 
anybody to discuss the question of slavery was 


not consistent with the Constitution. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is true, and it is my 
opinion now. . 
Mr. HALE. Then I understand there is gy.) 

a law there; 1 think I cannot be mistakep in 
having read it. I read it now as quoted ina speec| 
delivered in the House of Representatives, and | 
will read it exactly as delivered there: 

“If any free person, by speaking or by writing, assert o, 
maintain that persons have not the right to hold slaves in 
this Territory.” ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is not the question, 

Mr. HALE. It is a good enough question fo 
me. I say, then, inasmuch as the Legislatur, 
which was elected under this act, which guaran. 
tied perfect freedom, has not redeemed this pledge, 
but has made it a criminal offense to assert tha; 
persons have no right to hold slaves in the Ter. 
ritory, it strikes me that the first duty of Cop. 
gress is to abrogate that law, and give the right 
of free discussion at least some time prior to the 
period when they are called upon to vote fora 
State constitution. Therefore, if this bill were 
perfectly unexceptionable, (and I confess that it 
comes near to it in its terms,) if it were not only 
unexceptionable in its terms, but unexceptiona- 


| ble in the agents into whose hands it was to be 


committed for execution, there would be a further 
difficulty; I think itis premature in point of time. 


| To-day is the Ist of July, and the bill proposes 
| to limit the right of voting in Kansasat this elec- 


tion to those who shall be found residing there 
next Friday, and shall have been residing there 
for three months prior to that time, with the ex- 
ception which I have understood the honorable 
Senator from Georgia to be willing to make in 
behalf of those who have been illegally expelled 
from the Territory. 

Mr. STUART. The residence required is 
three months prior to the day of election. 

Mr. HALE. Is that it? 

Mr. TOOMBS, and others. 

Mr. WADE. 


Yes, sir. 
I understood it to be three 


| months prior to the 4th of July. 


Mr. TOOMBS. The rule is residence in the 
Territory on the 4th of July, and residence in 
the county in which they may offer to vote three 
nronths before the day of election—the first Tues- 
day in November. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
there on the 4th of July. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. Then it fixes the time of resi- 
dence in the Territory on next Friday;and in the 
particular county where a man may offer to vote, 
three months before the election. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Exactly. 

Mr. HALE. It strikes me, then, though I did 
not give the details perfectly, that the measure, 
as now understood, is justly obnoxious to the 


3ut they must have been 


censure which I was endeavoring to cast upon it— 


that it is premature in point of time, because it 
fixes a time for residence, which by no possi- 
bility can they know anything about; for it can 
hardly be possible that it will be of any avail to 
those people who have abandoned the Territory. 
In point of time, then, it is objectionable. 

I have stated my principal objections to this 
bill. They are not, l admit, somuckh to the terms 
of the bill itself. Now let me say a single word 
in regard to some suggestions made by the honor- 
able Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bicter.] 
He seems to argue this question as if everybody 
who was opposed to his measures, opposed them 
from a philanthropy which he seems to consider 
rather mistaken in regard to the colored race. 
Now, sir, however much of philanthropy I may 
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profess in my action here to be governed by no 
such considerations. I stand here to speak for 
the whiterace. I stand here tospeak for my own 
kith and kin—for the white Saxon. I propose 
to stand here to speak for that great hive which 
has been swarming for so many years, and 
peopling every territory of yours that has been 
opened to emigration—New England. We live 
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